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Saturday, July 29th: Sts Martha, Mary, and Lazarus 

5pm- Jack Gaudet by Ann Russo 

Frank Emilio by Frank & Mary Scorsese 

Sunday, July 30th: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8am- Keiko McKeon by Michele Brosnan 

Paul O’Brien by Fintan & Margaret Stapleton 

9:30am- Ann Borgese by Jean Collins 

Patricia Harknett by Marilyn Amodio 

11:30am- James John by The Oscar & John Families 

Joseph W Pfeifer by Peggy Stepanek & Family 

Monday, July 31st: St Ignatius of Loyola 

9am– Jack Gaudet by Egon & Joan Teichert 

Tuesday, August 1st: St Alphonsus Liguori 

9am– Andrew Paino Sr. by Chris & Andy Paino 

Wednesday, August 2nd: 

9am– Patricia Casey Murray by Vincent Murray 

Thursday, August 3rd: 

9am– Raphael Lammens by Laura Alicastro & Vincent DeRosa 

Friday, August 4th: St John Vianney 

9am– James Kildunne by Ann & Lou Anatrella 

Masses July 29th- August 6th, 2023 

Matthew 17:1-9 (Transfiguration) 

Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother, John, 
and led them up a high mountain by them-

selves. And he was transfigured before them; 
his face shone like the sun and his clothes be-
came white as light. And behold, Moses and 

Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. 
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Lord, it is 

good that we are here. If you wish, I will make 
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah." While he was still speaking, 
behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over 

them, then from the cloud came a voice that 
said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him." When the disciples 

heard this, they fell prostrate and were very 
much afraid. But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, "Rise, and do not be afraid." And when 
the disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one 

else but Jesus alone. 
 

As they were coming down from the mountain, 
Jesus charged them, "Do not tell the vision to 
anyone until the Son of Man has been raised 

from the dead." 

Readings for this Week 
July 30th, 2023 (Ordinary 17) 

1 Kings 3:5,7-12 
Psalm 119:57,72,76-77,127-128,129-130 

Romans 8:28-30 
Matthew 13:44-52 

Saturday, August 5th: 

5pm- Marie Drago by Frances & Peter Foti 

Michael F Gavigan by His Family 

Sunday, August 6th: The Transfiguration of the Lord 

8am- Sheila Samson by Patty & Joe Citro 

Robert Boston by Anna & Greg Grizopoulos 

9:30am- Jack Gaudet by Patty & Joe Citro 

Antonette DeSiena by Michael & Vivian Jacobs 

11:30am- Brian Dowling by Andy Gomex 

Vera Vincent Beltrani by the Beltrani Family 

Readings for Next Week 
August 6th, 2023 (Transfiguration) 

Deuteronomy 7:9-10,13-14 
Psalm 97:1-2,5-6,9 

2 Peter 1:16-19 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Focus Questions for 8/6/2023 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 
1: How does faith transform your life?  
2: Relate a time when you had a “mountain top 
experience”, something out of the ordinary that 
led you to see life differently.  
3: What helps you to believe that you are loved 
by God? 
 

Family & Children’s Question: 
What would you say to Jesus if he suddenly 

stood in front of you? 



 Fr. Antony’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
Life is not a static principle. It is a beautiful flow of events in which our choice matters every day. We become 
what we choose to be. We are our choices. Life flows without stopping for anyone. It does not wait for our 
choice.  If we delay choosing the best, we will end up living something less than the best. Our choices make 
our life either joyfully livable or regrettably burdensome.  
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus wants us to choose the best for our life and admonishes us to never settle for less. 
Life is a treasure that is hidden. Jesus instructs us to be like a merchant searching for fine pearls. When he 
finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it. Every moment of our living is an 
ongoing act of searching for the best. Every breath of ours engages us in life to go from good to better, and 
from better to best. Let us invest all of that in the present moment to delve and dive into the best for the 
next moment. Jesus advises us not to get stuck in one place or to settle for anything so as not to be able to 
move on.  Let us not get stuck or sunk or then we will end up staying the same and sticking with our past.   
 

When we settle for something, we stop growing. We become frozen in that something. We will obstruct our-
selves. We will never grow into our God-given lively selves. Thus, settling for something is to live less than 
what we are created for. Let us be the merchant from today’s Gospel who invests everything of the present 
to strive and buy the best. 
 

Life is like the net which brings to shore both the good and bad. The fisherman picks the good and discards 
the bad, moving on to throw the net for the next catch. Likewise, life becomes alive every second in the act 
of choosing the good alone and discarding the bad always. Life is non-stop hauling. Each moment is like an 
act of hauling the net which would bring both good and bad. We choose the good and discard the bad then 
we move forward to the next moment of throwing the net. Let us be the fisherman who throws the net which 
brings fish of every kind but chooses the good alone and moves on for the next catch.   
 

You are invited to the St. Thomas More Beach Mass and Picnic. Please remember to mark your calendar; Sep-
tember 3rd is the date at Otto Schubert Beach, Nissequogue, starting with Mass at noon. A picnic will follow 
the mass. Please, bring lunch and spend some social time after the Mass at the beach. The Knights of Colum-
bus will keep the grill hot and ready to help those who want to barbecue their food.  
 

Please consider Faith Direct. It is an automated form of giving. Below you will find the top ten reasons why 
we may consider using FAITH DIRECT for automated giving at St. Thomas More. 

No more checks to write or envelopes to find.  
A practical tool to help you fulfill your financial stewardship commitment. 
52 weeks of predictable income for your parish –  
Greater security than cash or checks 
No cost to you to participate.  
Online control of your offertory giving 
Reduction of envelope and postage expense for your parish 
No need to “make up” for missed Sundays while out of town. 
Offertory cards enable you to witness your financial gift at collection times. 
Your friends at St Thomas More do it! 

 

For further information please find the Faith Direct Brochure in the literature rack.  

  

With love and prayers, 

Fr. Antony 

 
 



 

Staff 
 

Pastor  
Father Antony Asir 
 
Deacons  
Deacon Matthew T.J. Surico 
Deacon Edward Vigneaux 
Deacon Robert D. Weisz 
 
Rectory  
Theresa Recce  
Dottie Castaldo 
Alex White 
 
Religious Education  
Mary Ellen Carroll, DRE 
Linda Ronning   
Joanne Anelli 
 
Youth Ministry 
Noelle LaFontaine 
 
Music Ministry 
Emilia Savarese, Director 

Contact 
 

 
pastor@stmli.org 
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theresa@stmli.org 
finance@stmli.org 
rectory@stml.org 

 
 

mecarroll@optonline.net 
reled@stmli.org 

 
 
 

youthgroup@stmli.org 
 
 

631-724-8820 

Ministry 
 

Parish Outreach 
Marti White 
 
Pastoral Council 
Barbara & Joe Fratamico 
 
Altar Servers Ministry 
Deacon Matt Surico 
 
Eucharistic Ministers 
Patty Citro 
 
Lector Ministry 
Mike Petagna 
 
Hospitality Ministry 
Ellie Stout 
 
Consolation Ministry 
Eileen Weidig 
 
Young at Heart 
Anna Beltrani 

   Contact 
 

 
outreach@stmli.org 

 
 

bjfrat@optonline.net 
 
 

altarservers@stmli.org 
 
 

pcitro78@yahoo.com 
 
 

mpetagna22@gmail.com 
 
 

gram11@optonline.net 
 
 
 
 
 

631-234-0714 

Parish Information 

His Presence Is Real - Reflections on the Eucharist by Deacon Matt 

Let The Children Come To Me 
 

We have become accustomed to seeing children around the 
age of seven receive First Holy Communion. But did you 
know this is a relatively recent practice in the Catholic 
Church? In the first couple of centuries of the Church, Chris-
tians were under persecution. All three sacraments of initia-
tion (baptism, confirmation, Eucharist) were administered at 
the same time, to persons of all ages, by a bishop. Once 
Constantine declared Christianity to be legal in 313 in the 
Edict of Milan, the Church began to freely spread.  
 
This created an unusual problem: there were 
too many who wished to enter the Church than 
the bishops could handle. The faculty to confer 
baptism was granted to priests. But the sacra-
ments of confirmation and Eucharist remained 
together and were celebrated around the age 
of 12 or so when the bishop of the diocese 
could make the travel to the various parishes. 
 
It was Pope Pius X who, in 1910, reasoned that 
children who were as young as seven (the age 
of reason) had the capacity to appreciate the 
Eucharist, and should be able to receive. And 
so he promulgated this in his decree Quam Sin-
gulari, noting how Jesus called the children to 

himself when the disciples were rebuking them (“Let the lit-
tle children come to me, and do not hinder them, for of such 
is the kingdom of God,” Mark 10:14). Thus, the practice of 
First Holy Communion was separated from Confirmation and 
celebrated at a much younger age.  
 
It’s important for us to foster what Pope Pius began. Young 
children and their families need regular reception of the Eu-
charist, and we should pray for them and welcome them 
warmly to every Mass. 
 

We need to remember we are children as well – 
children of God. Jesus calls us to himself. Let’s 
all commit to regular reception of the Eucharist, 
starting in this second year of the National Eu-
charistic Revival. 
 
“Those who have charge of the children should 
zealously see to it that after their First Com-
munion these children frequently approach the 
Holy Table, even daily if possible, as Jesus 
Christ and Mother Church desire, and let this 
be done with a devotion becoming their age.” - 
Quam Singulari, No. 6. 
 
Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Contact 
me at eucharist@stmli.org.  

mailto:eucharist@stmli.org


 

Anabel 
Kencito Allaire 
Mike Babach 
Pat Camera 
Vincent Carlino 
Barbara Cassetta 
Joseph Cassetta 
Anthony Ceriello (2yrs) 
Angela Conzo 
Nick Conzo 
Joey Cullum 
Carolyn D’Amore 
Charles Dorchak 
Robert Driscoll 
Michael Fiorentino 
Barbara Foberg 
Patty Golembiewski 
Linda Heller 
Jean Herlihy 
 
 
 

Jean Kelly 
Susanne Martin 
Scarlett LaMariana 
Michael LaMonica 
Richard Landi 
Joe Madonia 
Kevin McGuinness 
Ellen Murphy 
Carole Nichols 
Deacon Al Pankus 
Stetson Pignataro (2yrs) 
Nunzio (Steve) Puleio 
Helen Reichert 
Bob Sawyer 
Derrick Simon 
Noah Simonetti 
John Spadaro 
Peter Sturnialo 
Lorraine White 

Pray for Our Military 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Daniel Sommo 

Carol Falkowski 

Derrick James Ries 

Norman Wagner 

Antoinette Dove 

 

 

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

Pray for the Sick Instructions  

Submit this information to the rectory or cut out and 
drop in the collection basket.  

1. Name of person (s) who is (are) ill:  

2. Your relationship to the person who is ill:  

3. Person making the Request:  

4.Today’s date: 

 

Prayer Request  
Instructions 

All prayer intentions can be placed in a basket near the altar before each Mass. 
The basket will serve as a silent reminder that we are united in faith, hope and 
love as we lift one another up in prayer and support, while placing our trust in 
the Lord. 

Pray for the Deceased 

Prayers for Our Community 

*this listing will expire on September 30th, 2023 

Please continue to pray for the brave members of 
our parish family who serve our country: 

 
Troy A. Maida 

 
 
 

We also pray for our veterans, that they receive 
the support they need here at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine, 
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50. 

Altar Bread & Wine Memorial 



 

SUPPORT COLLECTION 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support 
now more than ever! 

Envelope users: Please enter the amount of your 
donation in the space provided on the envelope. 
This will greatly help us when counting the collec-
tion and for recording your contribution.  

(If you want to receive envelopes, please fill out the 
form on the literature rack.) 

Faith Direct: Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NY227, or text ‘Enroll’ to 631-250-8141. More 
information is available in the literature rack 

Parish Operations 

Collection from: 
 July 22nd & 23rd 

 

$ 5904 
 
 
 

Weekly Goal: $6700 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 
If in need of the immediate attention of a 
priest during non-office hours please call 

(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4 
 

All other calls received after office hours 
will be returned the next business day. 

     
July 24 ($25): Kimberly Boney (64) 
July 25 ($25): Ann Russell (208) 

July 26 ($25): Rosemaria McLennon (1167) 
July 27 ($25): Annette Vinelli (353) 

July 28 ($25): Sandra Kowalchuk (361) 
July 29 ($25): Liz Hansen (1205) 

July 30 ($50): J&D Campbell (478) 

Calendar Club Winners 



 

St. Vincent de Paul 

In today’s Gospel, we find that the demand of daily Christian living is to spend 
our life primarily searching for the kingdom of God. 

Our parish of St. Thomas More is a vibrant, loving Christian community, evident 
in numerous ways. Members of our SVdP conference are most aware of this when 

we can say to our neighbors in need, “we can help” due to your generosity. 
To contact us, call 631-648-2760 or e-mail svdp.stm@aol.com 

Monday – Thursday 10AM to 2 PM 

631-234-3149 

Outreach@stmliI.org 

Parish Social Ministry 

This week we are very low on… 
 

Pancake Mix 
Syrup 
Tea 

Boxed Milk 
Juice/Drink Mixes 

Non-Dairy Creamer 
Paper Towels 

 

We appreciate all of your donations! 
Please remember that it is difficult for us to 
use large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as 

many of our neighbors do not have the ability 
to store extra food. 

Please do not leave other items such as 
clothing or household items in the dona-
tion bins.  Clothing can be placed in the 
St. Vincent de Paul box at the back right 
corner of the parking lot.  Please contact 

Outreach regarding other donations.  
Thank you! 

Please reach out to Parish 
Outreach if you are, or 

know of someone, in need 
of support. Keep our  

elderly neighbors in mind 
and let us know if there is 
anyone you would like us 

to reach out to. 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

According to the latest estimates, as many as 
9 million children in the United States live in 

“food insecure” homes. That phrase may 
sound mild, but it means that those house-

holds don’t have enough food for every family 
member to lead a healthy life. 

 
The number of children living with hunger had 
fallen steadily over the past decade, but the 

coronavirus pandemic dealt a terrible blow to 
our progress as a nation - one that No Kid 

Hungry and other organizations will work to 
reverse during the long recovery ahead. 

 
In 2021, the federal poverty level was 

$26,500 for a family of four. Of course, this 
number is a minimum. Families making twice 
that much are still considered low-income by 

most experts, and many struggle to make 
ends meet.  

Everyone can be great because 
everyone can serve.  

~Martin Luther King Jr. 



 

Young at Heart 
 

New Members Always Welcome 
 

Annual Summer BBQ on August 11th! 
$25 per person 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call Anna @ 631-234-0714  
with questions 

Circle of Women 
. 

It is the mission of the Circle of Women Book Group to 
focus on the spiritual influence of  

contemporary writing that facilitates our own reflections 
of God’s action in our daily lives. 

 
We do not meet in July and August. Our next meeting is 
9/18/2023. Our book discussion will be It Ends With 

Us by Colleen Hoover. Facilitator: Jo Garvey 
 

For further info or to register, call Marilyn @ 631-234-
5805 or Joan @ 631-234-1739 

Have you been called by 
name? 

 

Come and follow Jesus and  
his teachings!  

 
If you are missing any or all of your 

Sacraments, or are converting from an-
other religion, come on an incredible 
journey of faith, love, and community 
that is the Catholic Church. Contact 

RCIA by calling the rectory @ 631-234
-5551 

I n Our Parish 

The Music Corner 

 

In continuing with the theme of Parables from the 
Gospel of Matthew, I offer you these two songs. 

These songs can be found on YouTube, or your fa-
vorite streaming app. 

 

Wheat & Weeds 
Jay & Jo 

A pair of Canadian sisters, this folky tune is a beau-
tiful reminder that God is by our side.  

 

Cast Your Nets 
Higher Ground Bluegrass 

Another Parable, this bluegrass tune bops along as 
we are told to cast our nets and pull in what Jesus 

is giving us.  
 

Bishop Barres at STM 
Bishop Barres joined us for 5pm mass on 7/22 

with Father Antony and Father Bala. Thank you to 
the Bishop for coming to visit our parish. 



 
In Our Parish 

This & That with Deacon Matt 
 

In July and August, Deacon Matt will be making 
time to visit with small groups of parishioners in 

the home. Do you have questions about our faith?  
Do you find it difficult to follow teachings of the 

Church in this day and age? Are there issues you’d 
like to discuss, or suggestions you’d like to make?  
The floor is yours! Deacon Matt will be the facilita-
tor. The format is simple: find 6-10 people to gath-
er at your home on a specific date, serve dessert, 

and come with your questions/topics.  
 

Deacon Matt is especially interested in hearing the 
voices of the young. So teenagers and young 
adults are most certainly encouraged to get a 

group together! 
 

In general, late afternoons/early evenings during 
the week, and possibly Saturday mornings, are 

available. To discuss a specific date, you can send 
an email to ThisAndThat2023@stmli.org or leave a 

message at the rectory.  

Linen Ministry Opportunity 
 

The St. Thomas More Linen Ministry is looking for 
new members. This ministry takes care of washing 

and ironing the linens used during Masses and 
Baptisms. Your commitment can be for once a 

month, or once every two months. Call Patti Surico 
at 631-366-2004 for more information.  

Golf Outing Raffle! 
 

Raffle tickets for the Parish Golf Outing are now 
being sold after all masses. $10 each, 3 for $20, 9 

for $50. Please help support our parish. 
 

In addition to our cash prize raffle, we are holding 
a raffle for a twosome for the Golf Outing. 

These tickets are $10 each. We will only sell #40. 
Once all 40 are sold, a winner will be drawn and 
receive passes for two people to play golf at the 

Parish Golf Outing on September 11th.  
 

Tickets sold after all masses.  



 
In Our Community 



 Happening at St. Thomas More 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 AM 
 

Saturday 

5:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
 

Confessions 
Every Saturday 

4:00 PM-4:45 PM 

Coming Up @ STM 
 

Sun July 30th, 12:30pm 
Youth Group Alpha 

 
Tues Aug 1st, 7:00pm 
Eucharistic Adoration 

 
Fri Aug 11th, 12:30pm 
Young at Heart BBQ 



 St. Thomas More Employment Services 

NEW – Locust Valley SD: Subs, TAs, Bus Drivers, Food Service Helpers, Monitors. 
 Send resume to: ksege@locustvlleyschools.org  
NEW – Department of Motor Vehicles: Foreign Language Representatives needed. 
 Go to: dmv.sm.HRInformation@dmv.ny.gov 
NEW – Long Island Alliance Federal Credit Union (Hauppauge): P/T Teller needed.  

Contact Sanaz Liana Marashi, Marketing Director @ 631-291-9166 or sglisefcu@optonline.net 
NEW – Dental Hygenist: F/T or P/T. Send CV to: andrea@coranseldendental.com  

or call: 631-732-9000 
NEW - Newsday: Many, many positions available. 
 Go to: https://newsday.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/Newsday 

or email: NewsdayHR@Newsday.com 
Hengstenberg’s Florist: Floral Designer, Assistant Florist.  

Send resume to: Hengstenberg’s Florist, Attn: J Zimmerman, 735 Franklin Ave, Garden City, NY 
11530 

Shoprite (Hauppauge): Multiple Positions.  
 Call: 631-979-0110, ext3901 
NY State Dept of Labor: Summer Jobs! Park rangers, lifeguards, adventure trail guides, and golf course 
maintenance. Visit seasonal works.labor.ny.gov 
United Parcel Service (UPS): Drivers & warehouse personnel needed. Farmingville.  

Go to: www.upsjobs.com 
IRS: Contact Representatives Needed, Holtsville Location. Go to: www.jobs.irs.gov 
Northwell Health:  Many positions still available at multiple locations.   

Go to: https://jobs.northwell.edu/job-search-results/ 
Newsday: Newspaper Delivery Persons.  Early morning. Car and NYS driver’s license required. See ad in 
Sunday Newsday for locations. 
Target: Multiple locations.  Go to: www.target.com/careers 
Stony Brook Medical Center: Clinical and support staff positions available.   

Go to: https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/careers  
FedEx Office: Local positions available.  
 Go to: https://careers.fedex.com/office/jobs 
CVS Health: Many local positions available.  Go to: https://jobs.cvshealth.com/  
Walmart: Positions available. Go to: www.careeers.walmart.com 
Catholic Health Services: Many positions available - health care and non-health care positions.         
 Go to: https://jobs.chsli.org/  
Nassau County: Many P/T and F/T positions available.   

Go to: www.nassaucountyny.gov/3341/Employment  
Suffolk County: Many P/T and F/T positions available.   

Go to: www.suffolkcountyny.gov/employment or call: 631-853-6540 
United States Postal Service (USPS):  Many career opportunities available.   

Go to: www.usps.com/careers 

 

If your business or your employer would like to be included in the available job postings that we will be 
listing please send an email to John White at: jmtwhite@optonline.net Please include the position title, 
the location of the job, and contact information (either yours or the employer’s). 

mailto:andrea@coranseldendental.com
https://newsday.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/Newsday
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vc2Vhc29uYWx3b3Jrcy5sYWJvci5ueS5nb3YvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA0MjcuNzU4NjE4NzEifQ.9iZ00
https://www.jobs.irs.gov/
https://jobs.northwell.edu/job-search-results/
https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/careers
https://jobs.cvshealth.com/
https://jobs.chsli.org/
http://www.nassaucountyny.gov/3341/Employment
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/employment
http://www.usps.com/careers
mailto:jmtwhite@optonline.net


 



 



 



 



 



 



 


