
 



 

Saturday, January 27th:  

5pm- Albert Merget by Patty & Joe Citro 

Sunday, January 28th: Fourth Sunday (Ordinary) 

8am- Suzanne Fedele by Toni & Steve Mattessich 

9:30am- Yolanda Araujo & Doris Rocabado by Their Family 

11:30am- Marie Weinberger by Dottie & Phil Castaldo 

Monday, January 29th:  

9am– Dottie Lossani by Arlene & John Aspromgos 

Tuesday, January 30th: 

9am– Kenny Granville by Marie & Russ Bracco 

Wednesday, January 31st: St John Bosco 

9am– Bianca Russomanto by Claudia & Daniel Capra 

Thursday, February 1st:  

9am– Jordan Wheeler by Tom & Mary Ellen Carroll 

Friday, February 2nd: The Presentation of the Lord 

9am– James Cussen Sr. by James Cussen 

Masses January 27th- February 4th, 2024 

Mark 1:29-39 (Ordinary 5) 

On leaving the synagogue Jesus entered the house 
of Simon and Andrew with James and John. Simon's 
mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. They mmediately 

told him about her. He approached, grasped her 
hand, and helped her up. Then the fever left her 

and she waited on them. 
 

When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to 
him all who were ill or possessed by demons. The 
whole town was gathered at the door. He cured 

many who were sick with various diseases, and he 
drove out many demons, not permitting them to 

speak because they knew him. 
 

Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off 
to a deserted place, where he prayed. Simon and 

those who were with him pursued him and on find-
ing him said, "Everyone is looking for you." He told 

them, "Let us go on to the nearby villages that I 
may preach there also. For this purpose have I 

come." So he went into their synagogues, preaching 
and driving out demons throughout the whole of 

Galilee. 

Readings for This Week 
January 28th, 2024 (Ordinary 4) 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 95:1-2,6-7,7-9 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

Mark 1:21-28 

Saturday, February 3rd: St Blaise  

5pm- Thomas Busiello by The Busiello Family 

Sunday, February 4th: Fifth Sunday (Ordinary) 

8am- Michael J Hughes by The McNeill Family 

9:30am- Joseph Amodio by Marilyn Amodio 

11:30am- Maria Pollenz by Angela Mingione 

Readings for Next Week 
February 4th, 2024 (Ordinary 5) 

Job 7:1-4,6-7 
Psalm 147:1-2,3-4,5-6 

1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

Focus Questions for 2/4/24 
Mark 1:29-39 

 

1: Jesus restored himself with prayer. Describe a 
time when you needed prayer or time alone to 
feel restored. 
2: Relate a time when you or someone you knew 
was healed through prayer. 
3: When have you cried out to God that you had 
enough? 
 

Family & Children’s Question: 
Over the next week, at the end of the day, look 

back on your day and write down how much time 
you spent with God that day. 



 Fr. Antony’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
The husband boasted, “In my house, I make all the major decisions and my wife makes all minor ones. For ex-

ample, I decide such things as East-West trade, crime in the streets, welfare cheating, and tax increases. My 

wife decides the minor things such as which house to buy, what kind of car we drive, how much money to 

spend, how to raise the children, etc.” Each one of us has some kind of authority, some more and some less. 

But all of us have inner spiritual authority in which we are unique and never superior or inferior to anyone.  

 

In today’s Gospel people feel that Jesus’ teaching unlike that of the Scribe’s is with authority. Jesus is neither a 

scribe specialized in Law, nor a Pharisee known for their meticulous observance of Law, nor a Sadducee po-

litically and economically influential. He is an unknown carpenter from Nazareth. But people in the syna-

gogue astonished at his teaching and experienced an authority in his words. 

 

The teachings of the scribe’s, the Pharisees or Sadducees carried some authority because of their position and 

influence they had in the society. But the teachings of Jesus come from his original self.  His words do not 

carry any weight from the power or influence invested on Him from outside. His authority is from within him-

self, from who he is, the image of the invisible God, the Son of God .  

 

Every one of us is created after God’s image. We become God’s children in our baptism. As God’s Children 

and bearing God’s image in us, we all have inalienable and inbuilt God-given authority in us. Unless we de-

cide to give up that authority, no one else can rob it from us. In the world of pluralistic opinions and multiple 

styles of living, let us not be misled or reduce ourselves by anything outside of us. Let us be aware of who 

we are. May our prayers and spiritual worships make us realize what kind of God-given authority we pos-

sess. May our lives be the expression of God-given authority.  

 

This year Lent begins on February 14th, Valentine’s Day. We invite you to download the Catholic spiritual app 

called “Hallow”. It features many spiritual talks and prayers for Lent. It will make Lent meaningful and spiritu-

ally fruitful for you and your family. In addition, there are many other Catholic resources (liturgy of the hours, 

daily readings, homilies, music, meditations, etc.) to help empower your lives through this Lent. All parishion-

ers will have free access to Hallow Premium from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday (Feb 14-March 31). 

More information will follow in the weeks ahead. 

 

With love and prayers, 

Fr. Antony 
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Parish Information 

His Presence Is Real - Reflections on the Eucharist by Deacon Matt 

St. Thomas Aquinas  
 

We are going to take a pause in our look at the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist to honor a very important saint who is strongly 
associated with the Eucharist: St. Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225-
1274). We celebrate his feast day today, January 28.  
 
Previous columns in this space have touched on the feast of 
Corpus Christi (June 11), transubstantiation (June 18), and 
the Tantum Ergo (Dec 10 and Dec 17). All of these have a 
direct connection to St. Thomas. 
 
Thomas Aquinas grew up in the Kingdom of Sicily (now Italy) 
and eventually joined the Dominican Order. About 200 years 
before his birth, Berengarius of Tours began teaching that 
Christ could not possibly be in heaven and in the Blessed 
Sacrament at the same time, a heresy. This 
spurred the Church to condemn this teach-
ing, but unfortunately, Eucharistic errors per-
sisted. 
 
To assist in combating such errors, Aquinas 
wrote a tremendous amount of material on 
the Catholic faith. His most voluminous work 
was his last (and one that he actually never 
completed), the Summa Theologiae.  This is a 
document with a masterful combination of 

faith and reason that tackles many aspects of Catholicism, 
especially the Eucharist. 
 
Aquinas stresses that it is faith that causes us to know that 
bread and wine is changed into Christ’s Body and Blood. He 
was adamant in helping all understand that the Eucharist is 
not a mere sign or symbol of Jesus, but actually is Jesus. We 
receive Jesus completely in the Eucharist, which Aquinas 
called “the sacrament of love.” The Eucharist is given to us 
as a great sign of God’s love, and which produces love. 
Aquinas also called the Eucharist “the bread of angels,” as it 
brings us closer to God. 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas, pray for us, that we may enter more 
deeply into the mystery of our Savior’s Real Presence in the 
Eucharist, so that we may grow in grace and wisdom. 

 
“Under the old law it was the flesh of 
calves and goats that was offered, but 
here Christ himself, the true God, is set 
before us as our food. What could be 
more wonderful than this?” –  St. Thom-
as Aquinas, Opusculum 57.  
 
Questions? Comments? Suggestions? 
Contact me at eucharist@stmli.org.  

mailto:eucharist@stmli.org


 

Gregory Bennett 
Barbara Cassetta 
Joseph Cassetta 
Joseph Christiana 
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Bill Dowd 
Linda Dowling 
Thomas Dwyer 
Barbara Foberg 
Pat Golembiewski 
Linda Heller 
Jean Herlihy 
Jim Ilardi 
Richard Landi 
Frank Loporto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Marquette 
Ellen Murphy 
Matt O’Connell 
Al Pankus 
Patricia Parker 
Joanne Pelletier 
George Pflugel 
Nunzio (Steve) Puleio 
Rosalie Rocchio 
Richard Ronning 
Noah Simonetti (2 yrs) 
John Spadaro 
Lorraine White 
John Zuzzolo 

Pray for Our Military 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Robert Demonte 

Richard Bennett 

Joan Damante 

James Ilardi 

 

 

 

 

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

Pray for the Deceased 

Prayers for Our Community 

*this listing will expire on March 31st, 2024 

Please continue to pray for the brave members of 
our parish family who serve our country: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also pray for our veterans, that they receive 
the support they need here at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine, 
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50. 

Altar Bread & Wine Memorial 
 

Troy A. Maida 
Connor Hendrickson 
Evan Hendrickson 
Christopher Sidor 

Ryan Smith 
Will Maley 

Joseph Kirsch 
Allen Kirsch 

Nicholas Gajda 
Alexandria Feys Gajda 

Andrew Lynch 



 

SUPPORT COLLECTION 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support 
now more than ever! 

Parish Operations 

Collection from: 
 January 20th & 21st 

 

$6204 
 
 

Weekly Goa l:  $670 0 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 
If in need of the immediate attention of a 
priest during non-office hours please call 

(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4 
 

All other calls received after office hours 
will be returned the next business day. 

Calendar Club Sign Up 
 

It’s not too late to sign up for the  
Calendar Club!  

Entries are accepted until January 
31st! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January winners will be drawn and  
published in February, after that we  

will resume publishing winners  
weekly in the bulletin. 

 
Please note, “lotto numbers” are  

simply for internal use. Just keep an 
eye on the bulletin to find your name 

in the list of winners. Checks are 
mailed out the week the winners are 

published. 

Tax Season Comes Soon 
 

It’s never to early to get started with the 
paperwork! If you would like a copy of 
your 2023 parish contributions for tax 
purposes, please fill out the form at the 
back of the bulletin. We will start mailing 
statements towards the end of January. 

 
If you donate with Faith Direct, you can 
print your paperwork directly from their 

website. 



 

 

Our immediate needs for this week… 
Toilet Paper 
Detergent 

Fruit 
Syrup 
Tuna 

Cookies 
Ketchup 
Shampoo 

 

We appreciate all of your donations! 
Please remember that it is difficult for us to use 
large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as many of 
our neighbors do not have the ability to store 
extra food. Packages for 2-4 people are ideal. 

Please reach out to Parish Outreach if you are, or 
know of someone, in need of support. Keep our  

elderly neighbors in mind and let us know if there 
is anyone you would like us to reach out to. 

Please do not leave other items such as 
clothing or household items in the  

donation bins.  Clothing can be placed in 
the St. Vincent de Paul box at the back 
right corner of the parking lot.  Please  

contact Outreach regarding other  
donations.  Thank you! 

Parish Social Ministry 

In the Gospel today we read that because Jesus spoke with authority his reputa-

tion spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. As his disciples, we 

can also speak with authority when we put our faith into actions by helping the 

poor and suffering.  

 

Have you considered answering the call to serve the poor by joining the Society 

of St. Vincent de Paul? We can be reached by phone or email, 631-648-2760 or 

svdp.stm@aol.com 

“The good you do today may be 

forgotten tomorrow. Do good 

anyway.” -St Mother Teresa 

Monday – Thursday 10AM to 2 PM 

631-234-3149 

Outreach@stmli.org 

January is Poverty Awareness Month 
The child poverty rate in the US more than  

doubled from 2021-2022, the largest year-to-
year spike on record. As a result, an additional 
5.2 million children are living in poverty accord-
ing to the latest Census update. In 2021, Con-
gress temporarily expanded the Child Tax Cred-

it, allowing its full value to reach the poorest 
children. The expansion expired the following 
year and millions of children were thrust back 

into poverty.  
-Justice, Peace, & Human Development/USSCB 



 In Our Parish 

Young at Heart 
 

New Members Always Welcome! 
Next Meeting: Fri February 9th, 2024 

Celebrating Valentine’s Day! 
Call Anna @ 631-234-0714 

Pray for PreCana 
 

As we begin the 2024 session of PreCana, 
we ask that you keep these couples in your 

prayers. Come and join us and these  
wonderful couples at 5pm Mass on Febru-
ary 3rd to celebrate their completion of the 
PreCana program, the next step on the road 

to Holy Matrimony! 
 
 

Julia McNeil & Tom Hughes 
 

Elizabeth DeMonte & Dustin Mariboe 
 

Katelyn Hanratty & Michael Nigro 
 

Samantha Novak & John Goode 



 In Our Parish 

Children’s Liturgy! 
 

Children 4-8 are welcome to join us each Sunday at the 
9:30 Mass.  

Recommissioning of Lectors 
At all the Masses last weekend, our Lectors were invit-
ed to be recommissioned in their service, bringing the 
Word of God to the people of our parish. If you would 
like to join this wonderful ministry, contact the rectory. 



 Happening at St. Thomas More 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:0 0 AM 
 

Saturday 

5:0 0 PM 
 

Sunday 

8:0 0 AM 
9:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
 

Confessions 
Every Saturday 

4:0 0 PM- 4:45 PM 

Coming Up @ STM 
 

Sun Jan 28th, 12:30pm 
Youth Group 

 
Thur Feb 1st, 5:30pm 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thur Feb 1st, 7:00pm 
Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sun Feb 4th, 9:30am 

Scout Sunday 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Please RSVP by February 25th!! 



 



 



 



 


