
 



 

Saturday, February 17th:  

5pm- Eileen Daly by The Feeney Family 

Berta Jacome by Her Children 

Sunday, February 18th: First Sunday of Lent 

8am- Dominick Mancuso by Mr & Mrs Donach 

9:30am- Marie & George Marra by JoAnn Moretti & Mary Romano 

11:30am- Richard Stout by Sydney 

Monday, February 19th: 

9am– Sondra Cronin by The Cronin Family 

Tuesday, February 20th:  

9am– Thomas Magrane by Joann & Curt Keely 

Wednesday, February 21st:  

9am– Robert Stanvione by Sylvia Graf 

Thursday, February 22nd: The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 

9am– Daisy O’Neill by Tom Dalton & Laurie 

Friday, February 23rd: 

9am– Margaret Cussen by James Cussen 

Masses February 17th- February 25th, 2024 

Mark 9:2-10 (Lent 2) 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them 
up a high mountain apart by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them, and his 
clothes became dazzling white, such as no 
fuller on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah 
appeared to them along with Moses, 
and they were conversing with Jesus. Then Pe-
ter said to Jesus in reply, "Rabbi, it is good that 
we are here! Let us make three tents: 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 
He hardly knew what to say, they were so terri-
fied. Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over 
them; from the cloud came a voice, "This is my 
beloved Son. Listen to him." Suddenly, looking 
around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus 
alone with them. 
 
As they were coming down from the mountain, 
he charged them not to relate what they had 
seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man 
had risen from the dead. So they kept the mat-
ter to themselves, questioning what rising from 
the dead meant. 

Readings for This Week 
February 18th, 2024 (Lent 1) 

Genesis 9:8-15 
Psalm 25:4-5,6-7,8-9 

1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:12-15 

Saturday, February 24th:  

5pm- Diane Daves by Frank & Vivianne Latorre 

Sunday, February 25th: Second Sunday of Lent 

8am- Kalena Ruth Fuentes by Her Ohana 

9:30am- Mary Hartnett by Margaret McGinley 

11:30am- Donald Cabella by Ginny Heim 

Readings for Next Week 
February 25th, 2024 (Lent 2) 

Genesis 22:1-2,9a,10-13,15-18 
Psalm 116:10,15,16-17,18-19 

Romans 8:31b-34 
Mark 9:2-10 

Focus Questions for 2/25/24 
Mark 9:2-10 

 

1: Describe a time when you were transformed 
by reflecting on something Jesus did. 
2: Relate a way God has entered your life in a 
cloud. 
3: What challenging thing is God asking of you 
now? 
 

Family & Children’s Question: 
Describe an experience of beauty or love that 

captured your attention.  



 Fr. Antony’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
A driver tucked this note under the windshield wiper of his car: “I’ve circled the block for twenty minutes. I’m 

late for an appointment and if I don’t park here, I’ll lose my job. ‘Forgive us our trespasses.’” 

When he came back, he found a parking ticket and this note: “I’ve circled the block for 20 years and if I don’t 

give you a ticket, I’ll lose my job. ‘Lead us not into temptation.’” 

 

We started the Season of Lent wearing ashes. This is the first Sunday of Lent. The readings speak about the 

Temptation. Temptation is the occasion where we have to choose between’ what we desire to do’ and ‘what 

we should do.’ Every temptation is the difficult time of making decision against ‘what we desire to do.’  Paul 

explains this very eloquently writing to the Roman Christians, “I know that good does not dwell in me, that 

is, in my flesh. The willing is ready at hand, but doing the good is not. I do not do the good I want, but I do 

the evil I do not want.” (Romans 7:18-19) When we decide to do ‘what we should do’, we say we won the 

temptation. This is one way of dealing with temptations.  

 

Today’s Gospel narrates how Jesus dealt with temptation. As a human person Jesus too was tempted. But he 

did not yield to temptation and began to preach the Good News of the Kingdom of God among us. Jesus 

shows to us that every temptation is an occasion and an opportunity to bring out the best of oneself. Every 

time we are tempted, we are exposed to an opportunity to be selfishly the worst of us or generously to be 

the best of us.  

 

Temptation exposes us to choose between our selfish desire of reducing ourselves to do what we want to do 

or our spiritual potential of growing to be the best of ourselves. Temptation is the moment of deciding either 

to bend everything around us to meet our selfish desire or to placing oneself at the service of announcing 

and realizing God’s Kingdom in and around us. As we start the time of Lent, let us take some time to reflect 

upon all the moments we failed to grow to be the best of ourselves. Let us take this time of Lent as an op-

portunity to bloom the best of our nature.   

 

During Lent we pray the Stations of the Cross every Friday at 7:00 pm in the church for a particular intention. 

This Friday February 16th at 7:00 pm we will pray for those who are sick and disabled and for all those who 

serve them. 

 

Every Lent, our parish does a Lenten project of helping the poor: As Pope Francis says, “Charity is creative.” 

Lent renews us spiritually and energizes us creatively to participate in the lives of those who are in need of 

our support. This year we help The Alzheimer Disease Resource Center, Hauppauge, a local non-profit center. 

For further information please refer to the bulletin and the display in the Narthex. Let us make the Lent spir-

itual moments of getting closer to God and our neighbors.  

 

 

With love and prayers, 

Fr. Antony 
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Parish Information 

His Presence Is Real - Reflections on the Eucharist by Deacon Matt 

The Mass: Liturgy of the Eucharist - Part VI  
 

As we begin to look more deeply at the Eucharistic Prayer 
portion of Mass, we should take a high level view of its 
structure. The Roman Missal prescribes four Eucharistic Pray-
ers (we will cover each in future articles). For now, let’s look 
at what all of these have in common, and their significance. 
 
All Eucharistic Prayers are addressed to God the Father. The 
elements we reviewed last week form the introduction to the 
prayer. These were a thanksgiving (the Preface), and an ac-
clamation (the Sanctus, or “Holy, holy, holy…”). At some 
point in the Eucharistic Prayer will come the first epiclesis. 
This is the calling down of the Holy Spirit by the priest upon 
the gifts of bread and wine. You will notice that we deacons 
don’t kneel at the start of the main part of the Eucharistic 
Prayer. Instead, we kneel at the first epiclesis. There will be a 
second epiclesis in which the Holy Spirit is referenced as the 
One who unites all who are gathered at the Mass. 
 
The Institution narrative describes what Jesus did at the Last 
Supper. The Consecration is the action by which the bread 
and wine are changed into Jesus’ Real Presence.  
 
We also find an anamnesis. This means “remembering,” but 
not simply recalling what took place in the Upper Room. 
Christ becomes truly present in the offering, the unbloody 

sacrifice given as an oblation once again to the Father, who 
returns Jesus to us in the Eucharist. There are also interces-
sions, in which the priest prays on our behalf for the Church 
and its ministers, as well as those who have died. The Eu-
charistic Prayer always ends with a doxology (“Through him, 
with him ...”), in which we express our praise to the Father in 
terms of the Holy Trinity. 
 
“We carry out this command of the Lord [“Do this in memory 
of me”] by celebrating the memorial of his sacrifice. In so 
doing, we offer to the Father what he himself has given us: 
(…) bread and wine (…) which become the body and blood 
of Christ. Christ is thus really and mysteriously made pre-
sent.” –  Cate-
chism of the 
Catholic Church 
no. 1357.  
 
Questions? 
Comments? 
Suggestions? 
Contact me at 
eucha-
rist@stmli.org.  

mailto:eucharist@stmli.org
mailto:eucharist@stmli.org
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Linda Dowling 
Thomas Dwyer 
Barbara Foberg 
Pat Golembiewski 
Linda Heller 
Jean Herlihy 
Richard Landi 
Maryanne Landi 
Don Larney 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frank Loporto 
Ildy Loverde 
Jim Marquette 
Ellen Murphy 
Matt O’Connell 
Deacon Al Pankus 
Patricia Parker 
Joanne Pelletier 
George Pflugel 
Nunzio (Steve) Puleio 
Rosalie Rocchio 
Richard Ronning 
Noah Simonetti (2 yrs) 
John Spadaro 
Peggy Stepanek 
Lorraine White 
John Zuzzolo 

Pray for Our Military 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Donald Larney 

Lisa Rose Morin 

Rosemary Corsi 

Bruce Link 

 

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

Pray for the Deceased 

Prayers for Our Community 

*this listing will expire on March 31st, 2024 

Please continue to pray for the brave members of 
our parish family who serve our country: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also pray for our veterans, that they receive 
the support they need here at home. 

 
In memory of 

Eleanor Meineke 
by Charlotte Meineke 

 
 

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine, 
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50. 

Altar Bread  & Wine Memorial 
2/19-2/25 

Troy A. Maida 
Connor Hendrickson 
Evan Hendrickson 
Christopher Sidor 

Ryan Smith 
Will Maley 

Joseph Kirsch 
Allen Kirsch 

Nicholas Gajda 
Alexandria Feys Gajda 

Andrew Lynch 



 

SUPPORT COLLECTION 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support 
now more than ever! 

Parish Operations 

Collection from: 
 February 10th & 11th 

 

$5541 
 
 

Weekly Goal: $6700 

Rectory Office  Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 
If in need of the immediate attention of a 
priest during non-office hours please call 

(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4 
 

All other calls received after office hours 
will be returned the next business day. 

Tax Season Comes Soon 
 

It’s never to early to get started with the 
paperwork! If you would like a copy of 
your 2023 parish contributions for tax 
purposes, please fill out the form at the 
back of the bulletin. We will start mailing 
statements towards the end of January. 

 
If you donate with Faith Direct, you can 
print your paperwork directly from their 

website. 

Calendar Club 
 

Thank you to everyone who enrolled in the  
Calendar Club 2024. The support our parish  
receives from this program is fundamental to  

our operation.  
 

January winners are posted at the end of the  
bulletin. Congratulations to the winners! 



 

 

Our immediate needs for this week… 
Pasta Sauce 

Instant Potatoes 
Pancake Mix 

Coffee 
 

We appreciate all of your donations! 
Please remember that it is difficult for us to use 
large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as many of 
our neighbors do not have the ability to store 
extra food. Packages for 2-4 people are ideal. 

Please reach out to Parish Outreach if you are, or 
know of someone, in need of support. Keep our  

elderly neighbors in mind and let us know if there 
is anyone you would like us to reach out to. 

Please do not leave other items such as 
clothing or household items in the  

donation bins.  Clothing can be placed in 
the St. Vincent de Paul box at the back 
right corner of the parking lot.  Please  

contact Outreach regarding other  
donations.  Thank you! 

Parish Social Ministry 

In the Gospel today, Jesus overcomes the temptations to wealth, power, and es-

teem. As we begin Lent, may we open our hearts to the grace of prayer, fasting, 

and almsgiving.  

In January, your donations to SVdP enabled us to help several families with ar-

rears in rent; oil deliveries for heat; car insurance and utilities. On their behalf, 

your conference of SVdP says Thank You! 

To contact us, call 631-648-2760 or email svdp.stm@aol.com 

“A portion of the harvest is 

set aside for the poor and the 

stranger” Leviticus 19:9-10 

Monday – Thursday 10AM to 2 PM 

631-234-3149 

Outreach@stmli.org 

Who you helped last month... 
 

During the month of January, Parish Outreach was 
able to provide food to 68 families, including 

114 children and 108 adults. 
 

During this season of Lent, we encourage you to 
“eat simply”… 

 
If you give up sweets for Lent, donate the money 
saved to we can purchase cookies and snacks for 
those families who can’t afford special treats… 

 
Discuss what a “simple meal” means in your 

household. Is it soup and bread? Maybe a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich. A simple meal for us 
can be a gourmet treat for some families strug-

gling to make ends meet... 



 In Our Parish 

Young at Heart 
 

New Members Always Welcome! 
Next Meeting: Fri February 23rd, 2024 

 
Call Anna @ 631-234-0714 

Children’s Liturgy! 
Children 4-8 are welcome to join us, Sundays @ 

9:30 This week we learned how Jesus heals! 

Support Drive 
Life Center of Long Island 

 

On the weekend of Feb 17/18, our 6062 Council 
of the Knights of Columbus will be launching a 
support drive for the Life Center of Long Island. 

The Knights will be handing out baby bottles that 
they ask you take home, and fill with spare change 

and loose dollars. The bottles can be returned 
March 16/17. 

 

These funds will go to help the Life Center support 
new moms and dads with the much needed basic 

essentials for their newborn babies.  
 

Keep an eye out, Feb 17th & 18th! 

Paschal Candle 2024 
 

As Lent begins, the 
parish is looking for 

sponsors for our 
2024 Paschal Can-
dle. Sponsorships 

can be in memoriam 
or on behalf of your 
family. Contact the 
Rectory for more 

information! 
 

Fun Fact: The Pas-
chal Candle is lit for 
all of Easter, as well 
as at all Baptisms 

and Funerals. 

Presentation of Babies 
 

As always, we ask you to keep these beautiful chil-
dren in your prayers as they are soon to join the 

next generation of Catholics! If there’s one thing we 
can say for certain, our Deacon’s love to baptize 

babies! 



 Happening at St. Thomas More 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 AM 
 

Saturday 

5:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
 

Confessions 
Every Saturday 

4:00 PM-4:45 PM 

Coming Up @ STM 
 

Wed Feb 21st, 7:00pm 
Knights of Columbus 

Social Meeting 
 

Thur Feb 22nd, 5:30pm 
Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

 
Thur Feb 22nd, 7:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

Fri Feb 23rd, 12:30pm 
Young at Heart 

 
Fri Feb 23rd, 7:00pm 
Stations of the Cross 

 
Sun Feb 25th, 12:30pm 

Youth Group 
War & Peace 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


