
 



 

Saturday, March 9th:  

5pm- Judith Ellen Lentino by William & Ellen Lentino 

Sunday, March 10th: Fourth Sunday of Lent 

8am- Ellen Cleary by Their Family 

9:30am- Walter Markiewicz by Gina Kilian 

11:30am- Patricia Budd by Deborah DeSantis 

Monday, March 11th: 

9am– Mary Theresa Huebner by Judy Coyle 

Tuesday, March 12th:  

9am– Annette Cittarella by Deacon Ed & Laura Vigneaux 

Wednesday, March 13th: 

9am– Thomas Sevier by Deacon Ed & Laura Vigneaux 

Thursday, March 14th:  

9am– Jim Ilardi by Deacon Ed & Laura Vigneaux 

Friday, March 15th: 

9am– Joseph Anthony Lucania by The Sullivan Family 

Masses March 9th - March 17th, 2024 

John 12:20-33 (Lent 5) 

Some in the crowd who heard these words of Jesus 

said, "This is truly the Prophet." Others said, "This is 

the Christ." But others said, "The Christ will not 

come from Galilee, will he? Does not Scripture say 

that the Christ will be of David's family and come 

from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?" So 

a division occurred in the crowd because of him. 

Some of them even wanted to arrest him, but no 

one laid hands on him. 

So the guards went to the chief priests and Phari-

sees, who asked them, "Why did you not bring 

him?" The guards answered, "Never before has any-

one spoken like this man." So the Pharisees an-

swered them, "Have you also been deceived? Have 

any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in 

him? But this crowd, which does not know the law, 

is accursed." Nicodemus, one of their members who 

had come to him earlier, said to them, "Does our 

law condemn a man before it first hears him and 

finds out what he is doing?" They answered and 

said to him, "You are not from Galilee also, are 

you? Look and see that no prophet arises from Gal-

ilee." Then each went to his own house. 

Readings for This Week 
March 10th, 2024 (Lent 4) 

2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23 
Psalm 137:1-2,3,4-5,6 

Ephesians 2:4-10 
John 3:14-21 

Saturday, March 16th:  

5pm- Janet Johnson (living) by Joan Oscar 

Sunday, March 10th: Fifth Sunday of Lent 

8am- Sophie Pankus by Deacon Al Pankus 

9:30am- Walter Markiewicz by John & Debbie Ormando 

11:30am- Richard Stout by Tish & Rick Landi 

Readings for Next Week 
March 17th, 2024 (Lent 5) 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,14-15 

Hebrews 5:7-9 
John 12:20-33 

Focus Questions for 3/17/24 
John 12:20-33 

 

1: Describe a time when you helped someone. 
Was your motivation to help another or to honor 
God, or both? 
2: What struggles have you let go of? What 
struggles do you need to surrender? 
3: How are you different because you are a 
Christian? 
 

Family & Children’s Question: 
There are many people in need on Long Island. 
This Lent our parish is collecting donations to 

help families of Alzheimer’s patients. Talk about 
giving help to others. 



 Fr. Antony’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
“I remember my wedding day very distinctly,” said the elderly gentleman. “I carried my new bride across the 
threshold of our little house and said, ‘Honey, this is your and my little world.’” 
“And I suppose you’ve lived happily ever after?” asked the reporter.  
“We have been fighting for the world’s championship ever since,” was the reply. Their life started with love 
for, and hope in each other. As the years passed, their way of life turned into a battle of who is right and 
who is wrong.  
 

Readings on the fourth Sunday of Lent invite us to return from a place however bad we may be to a state of 
how best we can be. The first reading is the summary version of how the people of God lived as slaves to 
Babylonians and how the Lord was ready to bring them back to their own land as free people of God. Even 
though they sinned against the Lord and ended up in slavery, God was ready to forgive them and bring 
them to their own land as freed people.   
 

In today’s Gospel we hear that “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who be-
lieves in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.” Whoever we may be now and however we might 
have lived in the PAST, God does not deal with us according to what we deserve. God relates with us not 
according to who we are right now but according to how best we can be. As the ONE who created us, God is 
aware of our real worth more than we know.  
 

As Psalm 130:1 says God does not deal with us as sinners, but He approaches us with forgiveness so that we 
may shine as best as He created us to. If we believe in this approach of God towards us, we will be empow-
ered by today’s Gospel’s words of “God so loved us…that we should live with Him eternally.” (John 3:16) 
God’s wish and plan for us is to live with Him eternally, as His loving children. God loves us so much that He 
does not hesitate to sacrifice His son Jesus for us. We are called to live here as His children which means 
that we live as siblings to each other.  
 

The Gospel continues that it is up to us to realize this truth and live this spiritual power. “For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” We can 

choose to be God’s loving family and be saved, or we can choose to reject Him and perish. “The light came 

into the world, but people preferred darkness to light.” It is up to us to choose to live in light or to remain in 

darkness. God waits with open arms to start a life of love with each of us. Those who recognize and realize 

it, will begin to live and flourish. Those who willfully reject it condemn themselves, and choose to perish. Let 

this Lent give us the spiritual realization to live and flourish.   

 

 

With love and prayers, 

Fr. Antony 
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His Presence Is Real - Reflections on the Eucharist by Deacon Matt 

The Mass: Liturgy of the Eucharist - Part IX  
 

Let us now look at the features of Eucharistic Prayer I. I’ll 
point out the examples of certain common elements in all 
Eucharistic Prayers that were explained in previous columns. 
 
First, let us appreciate that for about 1500 years or so, the 
Church had essentially just one Eucharistic Prayer. It was 
called the Roman Canon. While some minor modifications 
had been made over time, the Church has retained a great 
deal of its historical structure. It had its earliest forms in the 
time of Ambrose in the late fourth century, underwent many 
changes, and then was formalized by Pope Gregory the 
Great in the sixth century. 
 
In the prayer, after the Preface and the 
Sanctus, we encounter the Te igitur, a 
humble address to God the Father to 
accept our “holy and unblemished” of-
ferings. A prayer commemorating the 
living follows, and is joined “in commun-
ion” (thus giving this section of the pray-
er its name of the Communicantes) with 
Mary, Joseph, the Apostles, and other 
named saints. The priest extends his 
hands and prays the Hanc Igitur that we 
may be saved. 

An implicit epiclesis takes place next, as the priest’s hands 
go over the offering, which is followed by the Institution Nar-
rative and the Consecration. At this point, we are asked to 
join in the Mystery of Faith.  The anamnesis follows, with 
distinctive words describing Jesus in the offering as “this 
pure victim, this holy victim, this spotless victim.” Another 
epiclesis takes place, followed by intercessions for the dead. 
The prayer concludes with a listing of other martyrs before 
the final doxology. 
 
While Eucharistic Prayer I is not utilized frequently any more, 
it is a great reminder of the roots of the prayers that our 
Church has prayed at Mass for much of her history.  
 
“In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God: command that 

these gifts be borne by the hands of your 
holy Angel to your altar on high in the 
sight of your divine majesty, so that all of 
us, who through this participation at the 
altar receive the most holy Body and 
Blood of your Son, may be filled with eve-
ry grace and heavenly blessing.” –  Eucha-
ristic Prayer I, no. 94.  
 
Questions? Comments? Suggestions? 
Contact me at eucharist@stmli.org.  

mailto:eucharist@stmli.org
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Pray for Our Military 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Joseph Cassetta 

Anthony DeMonaco 

Peter Catalano 

Joseph “Ed” Carty 

Michael Fischetti 

Richard Fiorentino 

William Lentino 

Donald Larney 

 

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

Pray for the Deceased 

Prayers for Our Community 

*this listing will expire on March 31st, 2024 

Please continue to pray for the brave members of 
our parish family who serve our country: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also pray for our veterans, that they receive 
the support they need here at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine, 
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50. 

Altar Bread  & Wine Memorial 
 

Troy A. Maida 
Connor Hendrickson 
Evan Hendrickson 
Christopher Sidor 

Ryan Smith 
Will Maley 

Joseph Kirsch 
Allen Kirsch 

Nicholas Gajda 
Alexandria Feys Gajda 

Andrew Lynch 

Fr Antony Asir 
The Capuchin Friars 

Fr Lenny Carlino 
Deacon Ed Vigneaux 

 
 

 
 

Deacon Bob Weisz 
Deacon Matt Surico 
Bishop John Barres 

Pope Francis 

Pray for our Clergy 

 

...and for all those men and women 
considering a life of devotion to God. 



 

SUPPORT COLLECTION 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support 
now more than ever! 

Please consider signing up for 
Faith Direct! 

Faith Direct allows you to donate directly to 
the church electronically. No checks. No  

envelopes. No calling for tax statements. And 
best of all, no human error. Please  

consider making the change and supporting 
our parish electronically! 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY227 

Parish Operations 

Collection from: 
 March 2nd & 3rd 

 

$7263 
 
 

Weekly Goal: $6700 

Rectory Office  Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 
If in need of the immediate attention of a 
priest during non-office hours please call 

(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4 
 

All other calls received after office hours 
will be returned the next business day. 

 
March 1 ($25): Susan Dennehy (1474) 
March 2 ($25): Carole & Warren Holtje 
March 3 ($50): Thomas DeCellis (596) 
March 4 ($25): MaryGrace Marin (998) 
March 5 ($25): John Fontana (1245) 

March 6 ($25): Sandra Kowalchuck (141) 
March 7 ($25): Betty Vrondis (786) 

March 8 ($25): Stephanie Scaduto (380) 
March 9 ($25): Michael/Karen Weiner (1129) 

March 10 ($50): Ron Tuscano (1465) 

Calendar Club Winners 



 

 

Our immediate needs for this week… 
Peanut Butter/Jelly 

Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper 

Chef Boyardee Meals 
Juice 

Juice Mixes 
 

We appreciate all of your donations! 
Please remember that it is difficult for us to use 
large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as many of 
our neighbors do not have the ability to store 
extra food. Packages for 2-4 people are ideal. 

Please reach out to Parish Outreach if you are, or 
know of someone, in need of support. Keep our  

elderly neighbors in mind and let us know if there 
is anyone you would like us to reach out to. 

We continue to have clothing and house-
hold goods left outside the Outreach office. 

We do not have storage for these items 
and request that you place them in the St. 
Vincent de Paul box at the back right cor-
ner of the parking lot. Please contact Out-

reach regarding other donations.  

Parish Social Ministry 

In today’s Gospel, God demonstrates great love for us by sending his Son, so 

that we may believe in him. We demonstrate our great love for God by doing 

good works; reaching out to others, acting in justice and charity. 

Through your almsgiving, you are performing a good work; far greater than you 

think. No gift is too small, for many small gifts added together help us reach out 

to those in need.  

To contact us, call 631-648-2760 or email svdp.stm@aol.com 

If you can’t feed a hundred 
people, then just feed one. 

~Mother Teresa 
Monday – Thursday 10AM to 2 PM 

631-234-3149 

Outreach@stmli.org 

“Eat Simply” 
 

Food is an integral part of Lent. The intentional 
absence of certain foods provides opportunities 
to simplify your table. It also can be a time to 
grow in your knowledge of a new type of food 
or cooking that can enrich your family’s eating 

habits.  
If having dessert is part of your evening meal, 

decide to give that up once or twice a week and 
put the money you would have spent in the do-

nation box. 



 In Our Parish 

Young at Heart 
 

New Members Always Welcome! 
Next Meeting: Fri March 22nd, 2024 

 
Call Anna @ 631-234-0714 

Children’s Liturgy! 
Children 4-8 are welcome to join us, Sundays @ 9:30.  

This week we learned all about the Ten Commandments! 

Missing! Please Return! 
 

During the pandemic, many of these books were 
taken home for prayer. However, many were not 

returned, and now we are running low! If you have 
copies of this from the church in your home, please 
return them! We pray Morning Prayer each week-

day at 8:30am. Bring the book and join us!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REWARD: Will be great in heaven! 



 

Baby Bottle Return! 
 

The Knights of Columbus will be at Masses on 
March 16th and 17th to collect baby bottle dona-

tions (for the Life Center of Long Island). 
 

Don’t forget to bring your bottles with your cash, 
coin, or check donations! This is a great way to 

help support new moms in our community.  

In Our Parish 

In Our Community 

Icon Art Exhibit: “The Written Image” 
On display during March 2024 at the Smithtown Li-
brary (Main Location). Art by Janine Manheim, artist 
and educator in the field of religious iconography. 

Exhibit combines prints of Ms. Manheim’s work, plus 
photos of her students displaying their icons. Exhibit 
is open for viewing in the library’s downstairs space. 



 Happening at St. Thomas More 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 AM 
 

Saturday 

5:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
 

Confessions 
Every Saturd ay 

4:00 PM-4:45 PM 

Coming Up @ STM 
 

Mon Mar 11th, 7:00pm 
Lenten Mission 
w/ Father Henry 

 
Tues Mar 12th, 7:00pm 

Lenten Mission 
w/ Father Norbert 

 
Wed Mar 13th, 7:00pm 

Lenten Mission 
w/ Father Joseph Francis 

 
Thur Mar 14th, 5:30pm 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thur Mar 14th, 7:00pm 
Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sat Mar 16th, 6:00pm 
St Patrick’s Day Dinner 

 
Sun Mar 17th, 12:30pm 

Youth Group 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


