
 



 

Saturday, March 16th:  

5pm- Janet Johnson (living) by Joan Oscar 

Sunday, March 17th: Fifth Sunday of Lent 

8am- Sophie Pankus by Deacon Al Pankus 

9:30am- Walter Markiewicz by John & Debbie Ormando 

11:30am- Richard Stout by Tish & Rick Landi 

Monday, March 18th: 

9am– Daisy O’Neill by Tom Dalton & Laurie 

Tuesday, March 19th: St Joseph, Spouse of the BVM 

9am– Don Larney by The Muenkel Family 

Wednesday, March 20th: 

9am– Ellen Cleary by her Family 

Thursday, March 21st:  

9am– Maria Savoretti by Greg & Michele Civitello 

Friday, March 22nd: 

9am– Annette Citarella by Marilyn Miller 

Masses March 16th - March 24th, 2024 

Mark 11:1-10 (Palm Sunday, at the Procession) 

When Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusa-

lem, to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to 

them, “Go into the village opposite you, and imme-

diately on entering it, you will find a colt tethered 

on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it 

here. If anyone should say to you, ‘Why are you do-

ing this?’ reply, ‘The Master has need of it and will 

send it back here at once.’” So they went off  and 

found a colt tethered at a gate outside on the 

street, and they untied it. Some of the bystanders 

said to them, “What are you doing, untying the 

colt?” They answered them just as Jesus had told 

them to, and they permitted them to do it. So they 

brought the colt to Jesus and put their cloaks over 

it. And he sat on it. Many people spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branch-

es that they had cut from the fields. Those preced-

ing him as well as those following kept crying out: 

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father Da-

vid that is to come! Hosanna in the highest!”  

Readings for This Week 
March 17th, 2024 (Lent 5) 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,14-15 

Hebrews 5:7-9 
John 12:20-33 

Saturday, March 23rd:  

5pm- Jordan Kenna by Clay & Kathy Chin & Family 

Sunday, March 24th: Palm Sunday 

8am- Joann Ryan by The Biczon Family 

9:30am- Eileen Daly by Kathleen Daly 

11:30am- Frank DiModica by The Kane Family 

Readings for Next Week 
March 24th, 2024 (Palm Sunday) 

Mark 11:1-10 
Isaiah 50:4-7 

Psalm 22:8-9,17-20,23-24 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Mark 14:1-15:47 

Focus Questions for 3/24/24 
Mark 14:1-15:47 (Passion Gospel) 

 

1: Describe a time when you experienced God’s 
presence in the midst of suffering. 
2: Relate a time when you felt the pain of being 
faithful to God. 
3: Describe when you witnessed someone else’s 
suffering and were powerless to help. 
 

Family & Children’s Question: 
Talk about a time when you were treated unfair-

ly. Did anyone help you? Has that experience 
changed the way you respond when someone is 

treated unfairly? 



 Fr. Antony’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
Devotee: “Lord, where are you? I am searching for you everywhere and you don’t seem to be anywhere. Are 
you not hearing me? Where are you?” 
God: “I am here, very near to you.” 
Devotee: “Come on, tell me…. where?” 
God: “Deep within you. In your Heart.” 
God, like love, cannot be found unless you feel it for yourself within your heart.  
 
On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, the Prophet Jeremiah, in the first reading explains how God can be experienced 
within each of us. “I will place my law within them and write it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. No longer will they have need to teach their friends and relatives how to know the 
LORD.”  All that we need to do is, as the Responsorial Psalm instructs, to have a clean heart and steadfast 
Spirit so that our search for God is not mired in the swamps of various other interests nor is slackened by 
them.  
 
In the Gospel Jesus realizes that his Hour has come to experience within Himself His divine Glory and express 
it to the world. This Hour is his moment of facing the passion and death on the Cross. But He calls his suffer-
ing and death as the Hour of Glory. It is the Hour when He, like a seed would fall on the ground in order to 
bear fruit. His Hour is the time when the world will begin to realize who He is and what kind of fruit the 
world would receive from Him. Jesus was always conscious of this Hour of Glory and He was never hesitant 
to live it and reveal it to the World.  
 
Jesus calls his hanging on the Cross as “lifted up from the earth.” And when He will be lifted upon the Cross, 
He will draw everyone to Himself, meaning that the moment of his death is the time when God will gather all 
of us as God’s family around God in Jesus. Jesus’ death on the Cross is a free invitation from God to become 
God’s family of love. Whoever we may be and however unworthy we may be, we can become God’s loving 
children by believing in Jesus’ death and Resurrection. Let us get ourselves prepared to celebrate and partic-
ipate in this mystery of God’s love, the death and Resurrection of Jesus in the Holy Week.  
 
The focus of Lenten spiritual exercises is to be conscious of God who dwells in our heart. Being conscious of 
such Godly presence within us, we are called to live like Jesus. As Jesus lived what God made Him conscious 
of, even unto death, so are we called to live what God makes us conscious of. Under the Cross we are gath-
ered as the family of God being conscious of God’s fatherly presence in our hearts and thus becoming con-
scious that we, as children of God are siblings to each other. Our Lenten observances and everyday prayers 
are nothing but an attempt to live consciously God’s presence within us and courage to experience and ex-
press that God’s presence to each other as brothers and sisters.  
 
Next Sunday is Palm Sunday.  We begin the Holy Week.  Palms will be distributed at the beginning of the 
masses on Palm Sunday. We will begin the mass blessing the Palms and reading from the Gospel the event 
of the First Palm Sunday when Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem for his last week on earth as a human be-
ing willingly undergoing the passion death on the Cross and the Resurrection on the third day.  Next Mon-
day March 25th, confessions will be heard from 2:00 pm to 9:00 pm in our church and all the churches of 
our Diocese.   
 
Friday, March 22nd at 6:00 pm is the Soup Supper. If you wish to attend, please bring meatless soup to share 

with others. The soup supper will be followed by Stations of the Cross. This is the last Stations of the Cross 

before Good Friday. We will pray it in a special way, laying down all our burdens at the foot of the Cross. All 

are welcome. 

 

With love and prayers, 

Fr. Antony 
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Parish Information 

His Presence Is Real - Reflections on the Eucharist by Deacon Matt 

The Mass: Liturgy of the Eucharist - Part IX  
 

Our next Eucharistic Prayer to examine is the second one of 
the four. Eucharistic Prayer II is probably the most familiar to 
us since this is the one used by many priests the majority of 
the time. It flows well and is not too long. 
 
This prayer was one of three formulated by the Church after 
considerable debate directly following Vatican II, in the years 
1963-1968. The three new Eucharistic Prayers, added along 
with the one we looked at last week, were promulgated by a 
decree of the Congregation of Rites on May 23, 1968. This 
prayer is actually based on one com-
posed by Hippolytus to be used by 
bishops at Mass, and comes from the 
early third century.  
 
The main body of the prayer, after the 
Preface and the Sanctus, immediately 
begins with thanksgiving, recognizing 
the Father as “the fount of all holi-
ness.” An epiclesis follows, in which 
we recall the manna from the desert 
(Exodus 16:4-15) with the words 
“like the dewfall.” The Israelites were 
fed each morning with the bread from 
heaven, and now Jesus becomes for 

us the Bread of Life at every Mass by the power of the Holy 
Spirit (see John 6:27-35). The Institution Narrative and the 
Consecration follows. As usual, we are then asked to join in 
the Mystery of Faith.   
 
In the anamnesis we thank God for making us worthy to min-
ister to him. The second epiclesis acknowledges our desire 
to be one with Christ.  This is followed by intercessions for 
the pope and the local bishop, as well as for the dead. The 
prayer concludes with a hope that we may be “coheirs to 
eternal life” with all the saints, and then we hear the final 
doxology. 

 
“Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of 
his Death and Resurrection, we offer you, 
Lord, the Bread of life and the Chalice of 
salvation, giving thanks that you have held 
us worthy to be in your presence and min-
ister to you. Humbly we pray that, partak-
ing of the Body and Blood of Christ, we 
may be gathered into one by the Holy Spir-
it.” –  Eucharistic Prayer II, no. 105.  
 
Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Con-
tact me at eucharist@stmli.org.  

mailto:eucharist@stmli.org
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Pray for Our Military 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Loretta Martines 

Dorothy O’Gara 

Erna Kresnik 

MaryAnn Bonitz 

Maria Jaskowski 

Joseph Cassetta 

Anthony DeMonaco 

 

 

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

Pray for the Deceased 

Prayers for Our Community 

*this listing will expire on March 31st, 2024 

Please continue to pray for the brave members of 
our parish family who serve our country: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also pray for our veterans, that they receive 
the support they need here at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine, 
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50. 

Altar Bread  & Wine Memorial 
 

Troy A. Maida 
Connor Hendrickson 
Evan Hendrickson 
Christopher Sidor 

Ryan Smith 
Will Maley 

Joseph Kirsch 
Allen Kirsch 

Nicholas Gajda 
Alexandria Feys Gajda 

Andrew Lynch 

Fr Antony Asir 
The Capuchin Friars 

Fr Lenny Carlino 
Deacon Ed Vigneaux 

 
 

 
 

Deacon Bob Weisz 
Deacon Matt Surico 
Bishop John Barres 

Pope Francis 

Pray for our Clergy 

 

...and for all those men and women 
considering a life of devotion to God. 



 

SUPPORT COLLECTION 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support 
now more than ever! 

Please consider signin g up for 
Faith Direct! 

Faith Direct allows you to donate directly to 
the church electronically. No checks. No  

envelopes. No calling for tax statements. And 
best of all, no human error. Please  

consider making the change and supporting 
our parish electronically! 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY227 

Parish Operations 

Collection from: 
 March 9th & 10th 

 

$6015 
 
 

Weekly Goal: $6700 

Rectory Office  Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 
If in need of the immediate attention of a 
priest during non-office hours please call 

(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4 
 

All other calls received after office hours 
will be returned the next business day. 

 
3/11 ($25): Richard Soldano (123) 

3/12 ($25): Tracy & Chris Rossi (1038) 

3/13 ($25): Ann & Lou Anatrella (500) 

 3/14 ($25): Christian Castellano (1442) 

3/15 ($25): Rosemaria McLennon (572) 

3/16 ($25): Gina Maria Poulin (1365) 

3/17 ($50): Amelia Cordina (797) 

Calendar Club Winners 



 

 

Our immediate needs for this week… 
Coffee 

Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper 
Shampoo 

Juice 
Juice Mixes 

 

We appreciate all of your donations! 
Please remember that it is difficult for us to use 
large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as many of 
our neighbors do not have the ability to store 
extra food. Packages for 2-4 people are ideal. 

Please reach out to Parish Outreach if you are, 
or know of someone, in need of support. Keep 
our elderly neighbors in mind and let us know 
if there is anyone you would like us to reach 

out to. 

We continue to have clothing and house-
hold goods left outside the Outreach office. 

We do not have storage for these items 
and request that you place them in the St. 
Vincent de Paul box at the back right cor-
ner of the parking lot. Please contact Out-

reach regarding other donations.  

Parish Social Ministry 

In the Gospel today, Jesus says “Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I 

am, there also will my servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves me.” 

When we help the poor, we are truly followers of Jesus, servant of the poor.  

 

As you give to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, know that you are a sign of 

God’s love to those who are suffering, and you give them Easter hope and joy. 

 

To contact us, call 631-648-2760 or email svdp.stm@aol.com 

If you can’t feed a hundred 
people, then just feed one. 

~Mother Teresa 
Monday – Thursday 10AM to 2 PM 

631-234-3149 

Outreach@stmli.org 

Who YOU helped last month... 
 

During the month of February, Outreach was 
able to provide food and gift cards to 62 local 

families. This includes 111 children and 93 
adults. We are only able to do this because of 

your generosity and kindness! 



 In Our Parish 

Young at Heart 
 

New Members Always Welcome! 
Next Meeting: Fri March 22nd, 2024 

 
Call Anna @ 631-234-0714 

Children’s Liturgy! 
Children 4-8 are welcome to join us, Sundays @ 
9:30. This week we did a craft on the Gospel, and 
learned just how much God loved his son Jesus! 

Presentation of Babies 
Its always a beautiful thing when new parents get 
to bring their children up into the sanctuary for a 

blessing. Please keep these brand new Catholics in 
your prayers! 



 

Missing! Please Return! 
 

During the pandemic, many of these books were 
taken home for prayer. However, many were not 

returned, and now we are running low! If you have 
copies of this from the church in your home, please 
return them! We pray Morning Prayer each week-

day at 8:30am. Bring the book and join us!! 

In Our Parish 

Girl Scout Celebration! 
Our local Girl Scout Troops joined as at 9:30 Mass 

last weekend. They lectured, sang, and helped 
bring up the gifts. We thank them for their help, 
and involvement as young people in the Mass. 



 In Our Parish 

In Our Community 

Icon Art Exhibit: “The Written Image” 
On display during March 2024 at the Smithtown Li-
brary (Main Location). Art by Janine Manheim, artist 
and educator in the field of religious iconography. 

Exhibit combines prints of Ms. Manheim’s work, plus 
photos of her students displaying their icons. Exhibit 
is open for viewing in the library’s downstairs space. 

Annual Craft & Vendor Fair  
@ Hauppauge! 

The Hauppauge Educational Foundation is 
hosting its Annual Craft & Vendor Fair on 
Saturday March 23rd, from 10am to 4pm. 
Great event for Spring Shopping, and sup-

port our students! “Shop til you Drop!” 
Over 90 vendors to choose from. Located in 

the Hauppauge High School Gym at 500 
Lincoln Blvd, Hauppauge. 



 Happening at St. Thomas More 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 AM 
 

Saturday 

5:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
 

Confessions 
Every Saturday 

4:00 PM-4:45 PM 

Coming Up @ STM 
 

Sun Mar 17th, 12:30pm 
Youth Group 

St Patrick’s Day 
 

Mon Mar 18th, 6:30pm 
Final Alpha Session 

 
Wed Mar 20th, 6:30pm 
Knights of Columbus 

Social Meeting 
 

Thur Mar 21st, 5:30pm 
Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

 
Thur Mar 21st, 7:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

Fri Mar 22nd, 12:30pm 
Young at Heart 

 
Fri Mar 22nd, 6:00pm 

Soup Supper 
 

Fri Mar 22nd, 7:00pm 
Stations of the Cross 

for the Hungry 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


