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For where two or three
gather in my name,
there am | with them.

Matthew 18:20

© New International Version. Biblica
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Masses September 2nd- September 10th, 2023

Saturday, September 9th: St Peter Claver

S5pm- Marie Drago by Dottie & Phil Castaldo

Lauren Qualtere by Michael & Vivian Jacobs

Sunday, September 10th: Twenty-Third Sunday (Ordinary)
8am- Rose Borowski by Paul, Kathy & Amanda Borowski
Robert Bosselman by Karen & Mark Anderson

9:30am- Angie Bilz by John & Maryann Egan

Robert Boston by Michael & Florence Acquafredda
11:30am- Judith Dollard by Betty Kane

Matthew Crisera by Vivianne & Frank Latorre

Monday, September 11th:

9am- Lauren Qualtere by Frank & Molly Prisinzano
Tuesday, September 12th:

9am- Ralph Molinaro by Ursula Molinaro

Wednesday, September 13th: St John Chrysostom
9am-— Ed & Priscilla McAllister by The McAllister Family
Thursday, September 14th: Exaltation of the Holy Cross
9am- Fr. Ralph Sommer (40th) by Larry & Collette Ryan
Friday, September 15th: Our Lady of Sorrows

9am-— Daniel Pereira by Deacon Ed & Laura Vigneaux

Saturday, September 16th: Sts Cornelius & Cyprian

5pm- Joseph Rossi (Living) by Dottie & Phil Castaldo

Marie Drago by Deacon Ed & Laura Vigneaux

Sunday, September 17th: Twenty-Fourth Sunday (Ordinary)
8am- Robert Boston by Michael & Vivian Jacobs

9:30am- Charles & Mary Anderson by Mark & Karen Anderson
Monica & Paul Kanischak by Joan & David Martin

11:30am- Richard Stout by Ellie Stout

James A Redmond by Lauren & Don Castor

Matthew 18:21-35 (Ordinary 24)

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, "Lord, if my
brother sins against me, how often must | forgive?
As many as seven times?" Jesus answered, "l say to
you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. That
is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a
king who decided to settle accounts with his serv-
ants. When he began the accounting, a debtor was
brought before him who owed him a huge amount.
Since he had no way of paying it back, his master
ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his chil-
dren, and all his property, in payment of the debt.
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and
said, 'Be patient with me, and | will pay you back in
full." Moved with compassion the master of that
servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When
that servant had left, he found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He
seized him and started to choke him, demanding,
'Pay back what you owe." Falling to his knees, his
fellow servant begged him, 'Be patient with me, and
| will pay you back.' But he refused. Instead, he had
the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back
the debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what
had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and
went to their master and reported the whole affair.
His master summoned him and said to him, 'You
wicked servant! | forgave you your entire debt be-
cause you begged me to. Should you not have had
pity on your fellow servant, as | had pity on you?'
Then in anger his master handed him over to the
torturers until he should pay back the whole debt.
So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each
of you forgives your brother from your heart."

Focus Questions for 9/17/23
Matthew 18:21-35

1: Describe a time when you did not respond to
another’s need and regretted it later.

2: What do you find hard to forgive?

3: Relate a time when a debt or obligation you
owed was forgiven. What was the impact on
you?

Family & Children’s Question:
Talk about a time you forgave someone who hurt
you. How did you feel after?

Readings for this Week
September 10th, 2023 (Ordinary 23)
Ezekiel 33:7-9
Psalm 95:1-2,6-7,8-9
Romans 13:8-10
Matthew 18:15-20

Readings for Next Week
September 17th, 2023 (Ordinary 24)
Sirach 27:30-28:7
Psalm 103:1-2,3-4,9-10,11-12
Romans 14:7-9
Matthew 18:21-35




Fr. Antony’s Letter

Dear Friends,

“There are two kinds of people who never amount to much: those who cannot do what they are told, and
those who can do nothing more than what they are told.” This saying explains people in two extreme cate-
gories. But most of us are neither boorish brats who cannot listen to anyone, nor robots who can do only
what is commanded.

Today’s Gospel explains that each of us is created with special and unique gifts, i.e., the gift of loving. Love is
a gift because it is freely and unconditionally given to us from others and must be freely and unconditionally
offered to others by us. Love is unique because in loving, we would become neither brats nor robots but
would become unique lovers and special in the eyes of the beloved.

As much as we can be the lovers or beloved, we, in our weak moments can also hurt or sin against others. In
such a sinful/hurtful situation Jesus instructs us to repair the damage on three levels: first, try to repair it
personally between the offender and the offended. If this does not work, secondly, try to solve it in the pres-
ence of two or three witnesses. If this also does not help, thirdly, try to reconcile them with the help of the
Church. When none of the three could repair the damage, Jesus allows the offender to go back to square
one, where he was before becoming a lover or the beloved in the Church. That person is put away from the
community, not as an enemy, but to give a chance to start again the journey to be a lover in the Church.

The aim of the community that ‘believes in Jesus’ is not simply to judge and label who is a sinner or a saint,
but to come together in the name of Jesus and to experience Jesus in their midst. “For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.” Our focus on being a Christian commu-
nity is on Jesus. As a community each of us has our own habits, traditions and convenient philosophy which
are only starting points for us to form a community in order to experience Jesus among us. We are individu-
als with our idiosyncrasies but we are in need of each other living in community. Jesus calls us together as a
community, not to condemn and excommunicate each other. As a community of the believers in Jesus, let us
try to understand each other in order to grow back in love. When we love each other Christ becomes the di-
vine reality among us to enliven and empower us in unity and prosperity.

Families are registering their children for Religious Education strengthening their faith formation. In a regular
year by this time over 80 first grade children would have been registered for the First Communion Program.
In this post-pandemic year we have only 28 children registered so far. Complying with all the health precau-
tion regulations, we have taken various necessary steps in forming the children in the context of regular, vir-
tual, or home school type classes, etc. Please call the Religious Education office to learn how we can help
your Children. Let us all grow together in health and faith; let us help our children to grow with us.

Catholic Ministry Appeal 2023: Our Parish’s assessment this year is $ 69,300. This year we have reached the
pledged total of $ 26,455 so far, which is 38.17% of our goal. Please consider making your pledge that the
mission of serving our poor may continue in the diocese.

With love and prayers,
Fr. Antony
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His Presence Is Real - Reflectio ns o n the Eucharist by Deaco n Matt

The Mass: Liturgy of the Word Part IV

Welcome back to our continuing exploration of The Litur-
gy of the Word at Mass. Last week, we discussed the Re-
sponsorial Psalm. Directly after the Psalm, at Sunday

these readings, we can put ourselves in the place of those

who live in countries without freedom of religion, who

Masses and Solemnities, we hear the Second Reading

proclaimed.

The Second Reading is a bit unusual because it will often
feel “out of place” when compared to the First Reading,

Psalm and Gospel. This is because those
other three elements are chosen in liturgical
harmony (they all have a connection). How-
ever, after Vatican Il, the Church decided to
put a greater emphasis on the epistles and
letters of the New Testament, as well as the
Book of Revelation. These selections do not |

always fall in line with the other readings at |

each Mass in an obvious way.

All the New Testament readings come from

a period of time when the Church was strug-‘:‘ 4

gling to form and grow. There certainly was
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hunger for Christ. We can see our own difficulties we may
face in our struggles with faith, and with a world that
doesn’t put God first.

And yet in these readings we find such a rich explanation
of our faith: how we are meant to be one Body in Christ,
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to love, and to worship the One who gave his life for all
who would believe. The Second Reading articulates what

it means to be a Catholic, most especially in
our belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in
the Eucharist, and the graces that flow from
experiencing our Savior in this way.

“Although you have not seen [Jesus Christ]
you love him; even though you do not see
him now yet believe in him, you rejoice with
an indescribable and glorious joy, as you
attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.” (1 Peter 1:8, from the Second
Reading on the Second Sunday of Easter,

-~ Cycle A)

Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Con-
tact me at eucharist@stmli.org.

Parish Information

Staff

Pastor
Father Antony Asir

Deacons

Deacon Matthew T.J. Surico
Deacon Edward Vigneaux
Deacon Robert D. Weisz

Rectory
Theresa Recce

Contact

pastor@stmli.org

deacon.matt@stmli.org

theresa@stmli.org

Ministry
Parish Outreach
Marti White

Contact

outreach@stmli.org

Pastoral Council
Barbara & Joe Fratamico

bjfrat@optonline.net

Altar Servers Ministry
Deacon Matt Surico

altarservers@stmli.org

Eucharistic Ministers

Dottie Castaldo
Alex White

Religious Education
Mary Ellen Carroll, DRE
Linda Ronning

Joanne Anelli

Youth Ministry
Noelle LaFontaine

Music Ministry
Emilia Savarese, Director

finance@stmli.org
rectory@stml.org

mecarroll@optonline.net
reled@stmli.org

youthgroup@stmli.org

631-724-8820

Patty Citro

Lector Ministry
Mike Petagna

Hospitality Ministry
Ellie Stout

Consolation Ministry
Eileen Weidig

Young at Heart
Anna Beltrani

pcitro78@yahoo.com

mpetagna22@gmail.com

gram11@optonline.net

631-234-0714
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Prayer for Our Community

Pray for the Sick

Pray for the Deceased

Anabel

Maggie Andersen
Kencito Allaire
Mike Babach
Gregory Bennett
Pat Camera
Vincent Carlino
Barbara Cassetta
Joseph _Cassetta
Anthony Ceriello (2yrs)
Joseph Codispoti
Joey Cullum
Carolyn D’Amore
Robert Driscoll
Michael Fiorentino
Barbara Fobe

Patty Golembiewski
James Hayes .
Linda Heller -
Jean Herlihy

Jean Kelly

Scarlett LaMariana

Michael LaMonica
Richard Landi

Joe Madonia
Susanne Martin
Kevin McGuinness
Margaret McGullam
Arlene McPartland
Len Munzer

Ellen Murphy

Carole Nichoﬁs
Deacon Al Pankus
Stetson Pignataro (2yrs)
Nunzio (Steve) Puleio
Bob Sawye

Derrick Simon

Noah Simonetti

John Spadaro

P*gz Stepanek
Peter Sturnialo
Susan Temistokle
Lorraine White

*this listing will expire on September 30th, 2023

Brian O'Neill

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

Pray for Our Military

Please continue to pray for the brave members of
our parish family who serve our country:

We also pray fo
the supportit

jat'they receive
2 at home.

Altar Bread & Wine Memorial

In memory of

9/11-9/17

Ralph Molinaro

by The Molinaro Family
W 4

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine,
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50.

OwEe o ONE
Anything,, 48
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Except to\OVvE
ORE ghother.

Romans 13:8, NRSV

To submit a prayer request, fill out the card in the
Literature Rack. Return it to the rectory, or place it
in the collection basket during mass.

We bring all prayers to Him,
even those said in silence.




Parish Operations

SUPPORT COLLECTION

Collection from:
September 2nd & 3rd

$ 5437

Weekly Goal: $6700

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support
now more than ever!/

Envelope users: Please enter the amount of your
donation in the space provided on the envelope.
This will greatly help us when counting the collec-
tion and for recording your contribution.

(If you want to receive envelopes, please fill out the
form on the literature rack.)

Faith Direct: Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NY227, or text ‘Enroll’ to 631-250-8141. More
information is available in the literature rack

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:30 AM. - 3:00 PM.

If in need of the immediate attention of a
priest during non-office hours please call
(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4

All other calls received after office hours
will be returned the next business day.
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Parish Social Ministry

If you are kind, people may ac-
cuse you of selfish, ulterior mo-
tives. Be kind anyway.
~Mother Teresa

Our immediate needs...

Syrup
Juice/Drink Mixes
Cereal
Canned Vegetables
Instant Potatoes
Paper Towels
Toothpaste

We appreciate all of your donations!
Please remember that it is difficult for us to
use large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as

many of our neighbors do not have the ability
to store extra food. Packages for 2-4 people
are ideal.

Please do not leave other items such as
clothing or household items in the dona-
tion bins. Clothing can be placed in the
St. Vincent de Paul box at the back right
corner of the parking lot. Please contact
Outreach regarding other donations.
Thank you!

ST LENS |

ST. THOMAS MORE

TPARISH OUTREACHT

Please reach out to Parish
Outreach if you are, or
know of someone, in need
of support. Keep our
elderly neighbors in mind
and let us know if there is
anyone you would like us
to reach out to.

Monday — Thursday 10AM to 2 PM
631-234-3149
Outreach@stmlil.org

Did you know...

...that through your unending generosity we
were able to provide 77 backpacks to students
in our community who were in need.

..that through your unending generosity we
were able to give families 77 gift cards so they
could purchase needed clothing, shoes, etc. for

their children.

...that through your unending generosity we
were able to give food and Shop Rite gift cards
to 65 families during the month of August

Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone
who has donated (and continues to donate). It
is through your kindness and generosity that
we are able to continue to help those in need!

St. Vincent de Paul

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says “..where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am | in the midst of them.”

Is there a family you know that needs assistance? Please contact us so that to-
gether we can help know that indeed “God is in the midst of them.”

We can be reached at (631) 648-2760 or svdp.stm@aol.com




In Our Parish

The Parcbles of Josus

WITH FATHER ANTONY

6:30pm in the Church
Bibles provided

September Tith, 18th,

25th, and October 2nd

Sl

Contact the Rectory to register
’ (631) 234-5551

Children’s Liturgy

We congratulate the couples of our
parish that will be married soon. Please
keep ther in vour prayers.

First Announcenent

Rerri Salmon & Michael Vigliarolo 11
Septeraber 30th
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Young-at.Heart

New Mémbers Always Welcome

Next Meeting: September 22nd (@) 12:30

Call Anna @ 631-234-0714 with questions

Join us starting 9/24!

Have you been called by
name?

Circle of Women

It is the mission of the! \ircle"of Women Book Group to fo-
cus on the spiritual i n Qf contemporary writing that
facilitates our own reflections’of God's action in our daily

lives. 4

&
Next meeting: 9/18, It Ends With Us by Colleen Hoover.

For further info or to register, call Marilyn @ 631-234-
5805 or Joan @ 631-234-1739

Come and follow Jesus and
his.teachings!

If you are missing any or all of your
Sacraments, or, are converting from an-
other religion, come on an incredible
journey of faith, love, and community
that is the Catholic Church. Contact
RCIA by calling the rectory @ 631-234
-5551




In Our Parish

Wedding Congratulations!

Brianna Mulligan & Brian Frey were wed at STM on
Friday 9/1. We keep them in our prayers, and wish
them all the best as their journey continues.
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Golf Outing Raffle!

LAST CHANCE! GOLF OUTING IS

MONDAY!
Time is running out to g:et yg\@g@chance to win
big! $10 each, 3 for $20, 9 for $50.

Please help support our parish!

In Our Community

Bereavement Support Group
Eight week group beginning Tuesday September
12th at 7pm, St Mary East Islip
No cost, preregistration is required. Loss must
have occurred before 6/12/23.

Call (631) 581-4266 x125 to register.

St Anne’s Columbiettes Garage Sale
Sat October 7th, 9am-4pm
KoC Hall, 96 Second Ave, Brentwood NY
Vendors Wanted!
Contact Viviana Garamy for more info
(631) 231-1859

Respect Life Sunday

Stand Up for Life on 10/1/23. Join the Long Island
Coalition for Life for a vigil from 2pm-3:30pm

Huntington @ SR 110 & 25
(near the Walt Whitman Mall)
OR
Manorville @ CR 111 & LIE Exit 70S

Rain or shine, all are welcome.

3 Reunion

Troop 3

In honor of the Troop
be a Reunion_and
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Happening at St. Thomas More

Coming Up @ STM

Sun Sept 10th, 12:30pm
Youth Group

Mon Sept 11th, 6:30pm
Bible Study w/ Fr. Antony

Mon Sept 13th, 7:00pm
Columbiettes Business Meeting

Thur Sept 14th, 5:30pm
Children’s Choir Rehearsal

Thur Sept 14th, 7:00pm
Choir Rehearsal

Sun Sept 17th, 12:30pm
Youth Group

Mon Sept 18th, 2:30pm
Circle of Women Book Club

Weekly Mass Schedule

Monday-Friday
9:00 AM

Saturday
5:00 PM

Sunday
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM

Confessions
Every Saturday
4:00 PM-4:45 PM

GATHERED
IN MY NAME

St. Thomas More

Religious Education Registration
2023/2024 School Year
—— Sharing the Spirit of Love ——

If you have a child entering First Grade in MDAang[nG

September or are new to our Parish, call FAI

OMAs
4\'& Ay@ us at 631-234-0397 or email us at ,,
t " t RelEd@stmli.org for information about GRC NG
% < registering for the fall program = |TH

16100




St. Thomas More Employment Services

NEW — Mercy Haven: Many positions available.
Go to: www.mercyhaven.org
NEW — Uncle Giuseppe’s: Hiring in Smithtown (and other locations). Many positions available.
Job fairs coming up. Go to: https://uncleg.com/careers/
NEW — Town of Islip Job Search Bootcamp: 8 week course via Zoom and Job Fair on 10-26-23.
Register at: Islipida.com/jobbootcamp.
NEW — Educational Bus Transportation: Bus and Van Drivers Needed.
Call: 631-789-2300 to speak with a recruiter
Suburban Bus: Part-time Drivers. Go to: www.suburbanbus.net
Or call: 516-781-5151
Chipotle: Great benefits. Go to: jobs.chipotle.com or,
text: "CHIPJOBS” to 9721 1
Newsday: Many, many positions available.
Go to: https://newsday.wd 1.myworkdayjobs.com/Newsday
or email: NewsdayHR@Newsday.com
Shoprite (Hauppauge): Multiple Positions.
Call: 631-979-0110, ext3901
United Parcel Service (UPS): Drivers & warehouse personnel needed. Farmingyville.
Go to: www.upsjobs.com
Northwell Health: Many positions still available at multiple locations.
Go to: https://jobs.northwell.edu/job-search-results/
Newsday: Newspaper Delivery Persons. Early morning. Car and NYS driver’s license required. See ad in
Sunday Newsday for locations.
Target: Multiple locations. Go to: www.target.com/careers
Stony Brook Medical Center: Clinical and support staff positions available.
Go to: https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/careers
FedEx Office: L ocal positions available.
Go to: https://careers.fedex.com/office/jobs
CVS Health: Many local positions available. Go to: https://jobs.cvshealth.com/
Walmart: Positions available. Go to: www.careeers.walmart.com
Catholic Health Services: Many positions available - health care and non-health care positions.
Go to: https://jobs.chsli.org/
Nassau County: Many P/T and F/T positions available.
Go to: www.nassaucountyny.gov/3341/Employment
Suffolk County: Many P/T and F/T positions available.
Go to: www.suffolkcountyny.gov/employment or call: 631-853-6540
United States Postal Service (USPS): Many career opportunities available.
Go to: www.usps.com/careers

If your business or your employer would like to be included in the available job postings that we will be
listing please send an email to John White at: jmtwhite@optonline.net Please include the position title,
the location of the job, and contact information (either yours or the employer’s).
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PRESENTED BY THE ST. THOMAS MORE
COLUMBIETTES

SATURDAY NIGHT

Saturday | BASKET RAFFLE,
Sep. 23rd | 50/50 & DINNER!
6:00pm
Ages 12 and

TICKETS ARE up are welcome!

$20/ PERSON

Contact Pres. Kim Mazziotti at 631-372-922 or
krofrano33@gmail.com for tickets/questions

COME AND HAVE SOME FUN!



Our Youth Group provides
teens with the opportunity
to know, love, and serve the
Lord and their community.

Sundays, 12:30-2:30

September 10th
September 17th
September 24th
October 1st
October 22nd
October 29th
November 5th
November 12th
November 19th

2023

M 3
SR Yy All teens that have received
] ? . . .
4 © confirmation this past year
1;_ I are invited to join us as new
o S A
OTH or° members at any time!

Our mission is to aide high
school students in finding their
own personal relationship with
Jesus and provide them with
an inclusive, educational, and
fun environment.

Gease contact youthgroup@stmli.org \
with questions. Registration is required at
the first attended meeting, please have a

\parent available to meet our team. /

We meet in the small meeeting room in Walden Hall!



ST. THOMAS MORE ANNUAL

FALL PLANT SALE

HARDY GARDEN MUMS (9” POT)
Red $8.00 each
White $8.00 each
Bronze $8.00 each
Yellow $8.00 each
Purple $8.00 each
Pansies $8.00 each

Ornamental Cabbage __ $8.00each
(Purple)
Ornamental Kale _ ¢8.00each
(Purple)

Total Ordered $

ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY SEPTEMBER 18TH 2023
Flowers will be ready on October 7 & 8, 2023

Name:
Phone #:
Check #:
(Make checks payable to St. Thomas More Church)

ST.THOMAS MORE
+ R.C. CHURCH t




Chiss, Vews

Summer is quickly passing and before you know
it Labor Day will be upon us! It's time to plan
upcoming schedules and activities.

Our two choirs will be restarting September 7th
and we look forward to increasing our numbers.
We need you!! Children and adults! No need to
read music, we learn as we go. If you can carry a
tune we would be so happy for you to join our
musical family.

YOUNG PEOPLES CHOIR
REHEARSAL: THURS 5:30-6:30PM
MASS: SUNDAY 9:30AM

ADULT CHOIR
REHEARSAL: THURS 7:00-8:30PM
MASS: SUNDAY 11:30AM

Please consider adding your voices to our singing
ministry. For more information, please call Emilia.

EMILIA SAVARESE
MUSIC MINISTER
(631) 724-8820




2 Indian Head Rd Commack NY

Sunday September 24th 2023
1:30pm
Tickets $30.00 at the door
Pre paid tickets $25.00
Venmo @Maria-Bune
cell 631-455-2501
Basket Auction
" All donations will be sent to The Mavi Food
' dlli=. Bank and Na'Aikane o Maui Cultral Center




OQren House @Lat. Sept 30
P T G00am ~12-00pm ol

SAINT ANTHONY'S HiGH SCHOOL
FRANCISCAN BROTHERS
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275 WoOLF HiLL ROAD « SOUTH HUNTINGTON, NEwW YORK 11747
631.271.2020 EXT. 226 « WWW.STANTHONYSHS.ORG
B ADMISSIONS@STANTHONYSHS.ORG e [§] @STANTHONYSHS

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF FRANCISCAN ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
ON LONG ISLAND FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES 9-12

Vatican's International Exhibition

Experience
Eucharistic Miracles

of the World

Live Presentation: Sept. 15% at 7pm

Viewing Times:

Fri. Sept. 15 8pm-9pm

Sat. Sept. 16*110-11:30am, 6-8pm

Sun. Sept. 17% 8-9:30am, 2-6pm, 7:30-9pm
Carew Hall (lower level of the church)

St. Joseph Church

45 Church Street
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779




BLOOD DRIVE

DONATIONS SAVE LIVES
St. Thomas More RC Church

Thursday, September 21, 2023
1:30PM - 7:30PM
115 Kings Highway, Hauppauge
Walden Hall

Please make an appointment by scanning
the QR code or call 1-800-933-2566 or visit
www.nybc.org

Appointments are preferred however walk-ins will be welcomed if space permits.
Please remember to eat, drink and bring your donor ID card or ID with name and photo.
For full list of COVID-19 safety protocols, please visit nybc.org/coronavirus.

New York LA,
=» Blood Center 800.933.BLOOD - nybc.org  #nybloodcenter




