
 



 

Saturday, September 23rd: St Pius of Pietrelcina 

5pm- Marie Drago by Emilia & Lou Savarese 

Robert Boston by Bruce & Joan Cameron 

Sunday, September 24th: Twenty-Fifth Sunday (Ordinary) 

8am- Robert Boston by The Citro Family 

9:30am- John Madaio by Vivian & Michael Jacobs 

Paul Baran III by Maureen Fallona 

11:30am- Anna Zisa by Tom & Mary Heaney & Family 

Monday, September 25th:  

9am– Lewis A. Ward by Laura Alicastro & Vincent DeRosa 

Tuesday, September 26th: 

9am– James J. Murphy Sr. by Joan Murphy & Family 

Wednesday, September 27th: St. Vincent de Paul 

9am– Umberto ‘Al’ Rizzi by The Barr Family 

Thursday, September 28th:  

9am– Ronald J. Massaro by The Eyring Family 

Friday, September 29th: Sts. Michael, Gabriel, & Raphael 

9am– Siobhan Lonergan (Living) by Fintan & Margaret Stapleton 

Masses September 23rd- October 1st, 2023 

Matthew 21:28-32 (Ordinary 26) 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the 
people: "What is your opinion? A man had two 
sons. He came to the first and said, 'Son, go 

out and work in the vineyard today.' He said in 
reply, 'I will not,' but afterwards changed his 

mind and went. The man came to the other son 
and gave the same order. He said in reply, 'Yes, 

sir, 'but did not go. Which of the two did his 
father's will?" They answered, "The first." Jesus 
said to them, "Amen, I say to you, tax collectors 

and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 
God before you. When John came to you in the 
way of righteousness, you did not believe him; 
but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even 
when you saw that, you did not later change 

your minds and believe him."  

Readings for this Week 
September 24th, 2023 (Ordinary 25) 

Isaiah 55:6-9 
Psalm 145:2-3,8-9,17-18 
Philippians 1:20c-24,27a 

Matthew 20:1-16a 

Saturday, September 30th: St Jerome 

5pm- Marie Drago by Mary Ann Rantz 

Monica Kanischak by Rita & Bob Bosselman 

Sunday, October 1st: Twenty-Sixth Sunday (Ordinary) 

8am- Robert Boston by The Cloke Family 

Samuel Infantino by Christine Barraco 

9:30am- Jean George by The Sandbichler Family 

Edward J. Thompson by Theresa & Will Recce & Family 

11:30am- Margaret Hargreaves by Elizabeth Kane 

Maria Bullaro by The Rappa & Mignano Families 

Readings for Next Week 
October 1st, 2023 (Ordinary 26) 

Ezekiel 18:25-28 
Psalm 25:4-5,6-7,8-9 

Philippians 2:1-11 
Matthew 21:28-32 

Focus Questions for 10/1/23 
Matthew 21:28-32 

 

1: Relate a time when you meant to do some-
thing to help another person, but forgot. 
2: Describe a time when you were given a sec-
ond chance. 
3: Who are you more like, the older son or the 
younger son? 
 

Family & Children’s Question: 
Talk about a time when you were asked to help 
another family member but found an excuse not 

to. 



 Fr. Antony’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
There was an elderly Lady who said to a little girl, “How do you do, my dear?” The girl replied, “Quite well, 
thank you?” After a long pause the woman asked, “Why don’t you ask me how I am?” The child paused and 
said calmly, “Because I am not interested.” 
Now what shall we say about the little girl’s reply? Shall we say she is honest because she said what she 
felt? Or she is impolite in making such a blunt reply to the lady? Honesty can be hurtful at times and polite-
ness may not reflect honesty all the time.  
 

In today’s Gospel story, what shall we say about God’s reply to the workers? Honest or rude? How does God 
treat the workers? Justly or generously? Jesus gives the clue to understand this at the beginning of the sto-
ry. “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.” We 
have to have a kingdom-mindset to absorb its meaning. This story is not an intellectual exposé to under-
stand and accept God’s justice or generosity from the human dry logic. Rather, it is a parable inviting us to 
experience God’s justice and generosity from the faculty of heart, a spiritual experience of God and not an 
intellectual proof of God’s character.  
 

God is a just God in never denying us what we deserve. At the same time, God is a generous God in blessing 
us with more than what we deserve. If we see our life as a blessing we will experience and appreciate it as a 
generous gift justly given to us. But if we choose to compare what we don’t have with what others have, we 
will see God as unjustly generous.  
 

The story invites us to experience our life more as God’s generosity than mere human fairness. This is the story 
of God’s kingdom. In the human domain we are paid wages for the work we do whereas in God’s kingdom 
we are graciously dealt according to God’s generosity. “If you, LORD, keep account of sins, Lord, who can 
stand?” This line of Psalm 130:3 invites us to experience God's mercy in our life to be bigger than any of our 
mistakes. (Lamentations 3:22-24) “From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” These words of 
John 1:16 explains that our life is a gift received according to God’s standard. As Jesus instructs, why to set-
tle for the usual daily wage when God wants to give us “whatever is right” for our life, and our needs? 
“Whatever is right” will always be more than fair, more than we could ask or imagine. (Ephesians 3:20-21) 
 

Let us stop comparing ourselves and our lives to others. Let us create room for grace to emerge. Let us re-
fuse to compete in such a way that someone must lose for us to win. Let us trust that in God’s world there is 
enough for everyone. Let us let go of expectations based on what we think we or others deserve. Imagine if 
we all let go of those four things: comparison, competition, expectation, and judgment. Our life would be 
God-filled, we would make space for the life of another to be God-filled, and the world would, the parable 
tells us, look a lot like the kingdom of heaven. (Interrupting the Silence -The Journey within – Fr. Mike Marsh) 
 

Sunday, October 1st is Respect Life Sunday.  As we celebrate Respect Life Sunday, we are reminded that the 

assaults on human dignity come in many forms. The Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics is charged 

with deepening our already strong commitment to pro-life activities and parish education.  Please support 

this vital work through participation in the special Respect Life envelope collection. Your prayers and assis-

tance are greatly appreciated. 

  

With love and prayers, 

Fr. Antony 
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Parish Information 

His Presence Is Real - Reflections on the Eucharist by Deacon Matt 

The Mass: Liturgy of the Word Part VI 
 

We are still exploring the second section of the Mass, The 
Liturgy of the Word. Once the Gospel is proclaimed, every-
one is seated, and either the priest or the deacon gives a 
homily.   
 
The Church requires that a homily be given at every Sunday 
Mass and Masses on Holy Days of Obligation. The homily is 
optional, but recommended, during daily Mass. One thing to 
note is that the Church uses the word “homily” now, rather 
than the older term “sermon.” A subtle difference is 
that the homily is based on the fixed readings of 
that Mass, and that it goes beyond mere explanation 
of the passages. It is meant to evoke the spiritual 
meaning of the readings and place them in the con-
text of our own lives. 
 
Priests and deacons in their seminary formation are 
trained in homiletics, which is the practice of devel-
oping and delivering homilies. After ordination, a 
man must receive the faculty to preach by his bishop 
in order to do so at Mass.  
 
A homily should be derived from one or more of the 
readings of the Mass, and must be grounded in cor-
rect theology and the teachings of the Church. It fre-

quently is influenced by the preacher’s own style and per-
sonal formation and experiences. It should always be in-
spired and guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The most important facet of a homily is how it relates to 
each of us in the present day. It should be reflective of the 
personal relationship we desire to have with Jesus, and this 
ultimately ties it into our experience of the Eucharist. 
 
“The homily is not a trite discourse, nor a catechesis (…), nor 
is it a conference nor a lesson. (…) It is taking up ‘once more 

the dialogue which the Lord 
has already established with 
his people,’ so it may find ful-
fillment in life. (...) The homily 
also follows the Word of the 
Lord and also follows this path 
in order to help us so that the 
Word of the Lord may go to 
the hands, by passing through 
the heart.” - Pope Francis, Gen-
eral Audience, 7 February, 
2018 
 
Questions? Comments? Sug-
gestions? Contact me at eucha-
rist@stmli.org.  

mailto:eucharist@stmli.org
mailto:eucharist@stmli.org
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Pray for Our Military 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Rocco Loccisano 

Mary J Paone 

Marilyn Manzella 

Robert Pondt 

 

 

 

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

To submit a prayer request, fill out the card in the 
Literature Rack. Return it to the rectory, or place it 

in the collection basket during mass. 
We bring all prayers to Him,  
even those said in silence. 

Pray for the Deceased 

Prayers for Our Community 

*this listing will expire on September 30th, 2023 

Please continue to pray for the brave members of 
our parish family who serve our country: 

 
Troy A. Maida 

 
 
 

We also pray for our veterans, that they receive 
the support they need here at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine, 
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50. 

Altar Bread & Wine Memorial 



 

SUPPORT COLLECTION 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support 
now more than ever! 

Envelope users: Please enter the amount of your 
donation in the space provided on the envelope. 
This will greatly help us when counting the collec-
tion and for recording your contribution.  

(If you want to receive envelopes, please fill out the 
form on the literature rack.) 

Faith Direct: Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NY227, or text ‘Enroll’ to 631-250-8141. More 
information is available in the literature rack 

Parish Operations 

Collection from: 
 September 16th & 17th 

 

$ 5948 
 
 
 

Weekly Goal: $6700 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 A.M. - 3:0 0 P.M.  
 
If in need of the immediate attention of a 
priest during non-office hours please call 

(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4 
 

All other calls received after office hours 
will be returned the next business day. 

Offertory Sign-Up Book 
. 

Would you like to bring up the gifts during the 
offertory? It’s a great way to participate in the 

mass with your family! 
. 

We have a sign-up book available in the Narthex 
near the literature rack. Currently available for 
each weekend in 2023. If you are interested, 

please sign up and let the ushers know when you 
arrive at mass.  

     
September 18 ($25): Rosalie Rocchio (1100) 

September 19 ($25): Steven J Lott (295) 
September 20 ($25): Andy & Kathy Turano (1054) 

September 21 ($25): Frederick Hegner II (247) 
September 22 ($25): Linda & Rich Ronning (563) 
September 23 ($25): Allison & Kevin Felice (864) 

September 24 ($50): Joseph Fratamico (983) 

Calendar Club Winners 



 

St. Vincent de Paul 

On September 27th, the Church celebrates the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, who knew 
that “God had sent him to bring good news to the poor.” 

Together with your gifts, the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul continue his 
work and mission in our parish. We can only do so with your help and prayers. Thank 

you! 
 

We can be reached at (631) 648-2760 or svdp.stm@aol.com 

Monday – Thursday 10AM to 2 PM 

631-234-3149 

Outreach@stmliI.org 

Parish Social Ministry 

Our cupboards are low and we have 
had to purchase many items that are 
typically donated. Even 1 or 2 items 

are a help. 
 

Our immediate needs… 
Syrup 

Juice/Drink Mixes 
Cereal 

Canned Fruits 
Cookies 

Paper Towels 
Toothpaste 

 

We appreciate all of your donations! 
Please remember that it is difficult for us to 
use large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as 

many of our neighbors do not have the ability 
to store extra food. Packages for 2-4 people 

Please do not leave other items such as 
clothing or household items in the dona-
tion bins.  Clothing can be placed in the 
St. Vincent de Paul box at the back right 
corner of the parking lot.  Please contact 

Outreach regarding other donations.  
Thank you! 

Please reach out to Parish 
Outreach if you are, or 

know of someone, in need 
of support. Keep our  

elderly neighbors in mind 
and let us know if there is 
anyone you would like us 

to reach out to. 

“If you can’t feed a hundred  

people, then feed just one.” 

~St. Mother Teresa 

Did you know... 
 

Child poverty in the United States more than 
doubled and the median household income de-
clined since the coronavirus pandemic benefits 

expired. (Newsday 2023) 
 

The official poverty rate in the United States for 
2022 is 11.5%. This is due to multiple factors 
including increases in housing costs, homeless-

ness, and cost of living. 
 

The current poverty rate on Long Island is 
5.9% (6.5% in Suffolk) which translates to ap-
proximately 166,000 people living below the 

national poverty line.  
 

A family of four living on Long Island needs to 
earn $11,629 per month ($139,545 annually) 

to live comfortably. 



 

Have you been called by name? 
 

Come and follow Jesus and  
his teachings!  

 
If you are missing any or all of your Sacraments, 
or are converting from another religion, come on 
an incredible journey of faith, love, and commu-
nity that is the Catholic Church. Contact RCIA by 

calling the rectory @ 631-234-5551 

In Our Parish 

Hospitality Sundays Return 
 

Hospitality Sunday returns starting on October 
15th. This is a great opportunity to socialize with 
your fellow parishioners after mass while enjoying 

some delicious coffee and treats. 
 

The Hospitality Ministry is always looking for help. 
They need people to bring treats, and to help set 

up and run the events.  
 

If you would like to help, or receive more infor-
mation, please contact Ellie Stout at 

gram11@optonline.net or (631) 974-3986 



 

Young at Heart 
 

New Members Always Welcome 
Next Meeting: October 13th @ 12:30 

Guest Speaker on CPR 
 
 

Call Anna @ 631-234-0714 with questions 

In Our Parish 

The Music Corner 

 

As school begins, it can be hard to get amped for 
the new year. Check out these metal tracks that are 

sure to fill you up with energy from God. 
 

Believe 
Blessing Offor 

Nashville based and Nigerian born, Offor produces 
music that brings together soul, pop, R&B, and 

more to create a sound he dubs “The Genre of Hu-
manity”. Will be believe in His love? 

 
 

Be Kind to Yourself 
Andrew Peterson 

As our youth are returning to the hustle and bustle 
of school, with all the teen stresses and worries 

that exist, this song is a beautiful reminder to them 
all (and us adults as well). Remember to be kind to 

yourself, God made us just as we are.  

LaFontaine-White Wedding 
 

As many know, Noelle LaFontaine (Youth Minister, 
Cantor) and Alex White (Liturgical Musician, Bulletin 

Editor, Office Admin) are getting married! 
 

Their relationship would not exist the way it does 
today without the support of the parish community. 

Our parishioners have always stood behind the 
couple and been incredibly supportive, and they 

are so appreciative.  
 

The whole community is invited to join them in  
celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on 

Saturday October 7th at 3pm.  

Knights & Columbiettes Installation 
 

On Saturday 9/16 the Knights of Columbus & Columbi-
ettes had their installation of officers. The ceremony was 

beautiful, and the meal that followed was delicious! 



 Happening at St. Thomas More 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 AM 
 

Saturday 

5:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
 

Confessions 
Every Saturday 

4:00 PM-4:45 PM 

Coming Up @ STM 
 

Sun Sept 24th, 12:30pm 
Youth Group 

 
Mon Sept 25th, 6:30pm 
Parables of Jesus Pt 3 

w/ Fr Antony 
 

Wed Sept 27th, 7:00pm 
Columbiettes Social Meeting 

 
Thur Sept 28th, 5:30pm 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thur Sept 28th, 7:00pm 
Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sun Oct 1st, 12:30pm 

Youth Group 



 St. Thomas More Employment Services 

STILL LOOKING – Shoprite (Hauppauge): Multiple Positions. Call: 631-979-0110, ext3901 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES: Teachers, Psychologists, Social Workers, TAs. 
 Go to: https://esboces.recruitfront.com/JobOpportunities 
Pollo Campero: Open positions locally.  
 Go to: us.campero.com/careers 
PetSmart: Local positions. Text: PUPPIES to 97211 to apply. 
Mercy Haven: Many positions available.  
 Go to: www.mercyhaven.org 
Uncle Giuseppe’s: Hiring in Smithtown (and other locations). Many positions available. 
 Job fairs coming up. Go to: https://uncleg.com/careers/ 
Town of Islip Job Search Bootcamp: 8 week course via Zoom and Job Fair on 10-26-23. 

Register at: Islipida.com/jobbootcamp. 
Educational Bus Transportation: Bus and Van Drivers Needed. 
 Call: 631-789-2300 to speak with a recruiter 
Suburban Bus: Part-time Drivers. Go to: www.suburbanbus.net  
 Or call: 516-781-5151 
Newsday: Positions available. Go to: https://newsday.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/Newsday 

or email: NewsdayHR@Newsday.com 
United Parcel Service (UPS): Drivers & warehouse personnel needed. Farmingville.  

Go to: www.upsjobs.com 
Northwell Health:  Many positions still available at multiple locations.   

Go to: https://jobs.northwell.edu/job-search-results/ 
Newsday: Newspaper Delivery Persons.  Early morning. Car and NYS driver’s license required. See ad in 
Sunday Newsday for locations. 
Target: Multiple locations.  Go to: www.target.com/careers 
Stony Brook Medical Center: Clinical and support staff positions available.   

Go to: https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/careers  
FedEx Office: Local positions available.  
 Go to: https://careers.fedex.com/office/jobs 
CVS Health: Many local positions available.  Go to: https://jobs.cvshealth.com/  
Walmart: Positions available. Go to: www.careeers.walmart.com 
Catholic Health Services: Many positions available - health care and non-health care positions.         
 Go to: https://jobs.chsli.org/  
Nassau County: Many P/T and F/T positions available.   

Go to: www.nassaucountyny.gov/3341/Employment  
Suffolk County: Many P/T and F/T positions available.   

Go to: www.suffolkcountyny.gov/employment or call: 631-853-6540 
United States Postal Service (USPS):  Many career opportunities available.   

Go to: www.usps.com/careers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your business or your employer would like to be included in the available job postings that we will be 
listing please send an email to John White at: jmtwhite@optonline.net Please include the position title, 
the location of the job, and contact information (either yours or the employer’s). 

http://www.suburbanbus.net
https://newsday.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/Newsday
https://jobs.northwell.edu/job-search-results/
https://www.stonybrookmedicine.edu/careers
https://jobs.cvshealth.com/
https://jobs.chsli.org/
http://www.nassaucountyny.gov/3341/Employment
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/employment
http://www.usps.com/careers
mailto:jmtwhite@optonline.net


 



 



 



 



 

EXTENDED ONE WEEK! 



 



 



 


