
 



 

Saturday, April 27th: 

5pm- Lorraine Hayes 

Sunday, April 28th: Fifth Sunday of Easter 

8am- Rita D Hines by Kathy, Paul, & Amanda Borowski 

9:30am- Christopher Loring by Joan Loring 

11:30am- Patricia Gadis by Betty Vrondis & The Holdorf Family 

Monday, April 29th: St Catherine of Siena 

9am– Helen P Bagdonas by Deacon Al Pankus 

Tuesday, April 30th:  

9am– Judith Sullivan by Gary & Gina Poulin 

Wednesday, May 1st: 

9am– Rosemary Corsi by The Beck Family 

Thursday, May 2nd: St Athanasius  

9am- Rosa Amalia Banguera by The Rodriguez Family 

Friday, May 3rd: Sts Philip & James 

9am- Ann Marmo by The Eyring Family 

Masses April 27th - May 5th, 2024 

John 15:9-17 (Easter 5) 

Jesus said to his disciples: "As the Father loves 

me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you 

keep my commandments, you will remain in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father's command-

ments and remain in his love. 

 

"I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 

and your joy might be complete. This is my com-

mandment: love one another as I love you. No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one's 

life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, 

because a slave does not know what his master 

is doing. I have called you friends, because I have 

told you everything I have heard from my Father. 

It was not you who chose me, but I who chose 

you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that 

will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father 

in my name he may give you. This I command 

you: love one another." 

Readings for This Week 
April 28th, 2024 (Easter 5) 

Acts 9:26-31 
Psalm 22:26-28,30-32 

1 John 3:18-24 
John 15:1-8 

Saturday, May 4th: 

5pm- Patricia O’Connell by Matt & Nancy O’Connell 

Sunday, May 5th: Sixth Sunday of Easter 

8am- Casey McDonald by Chris & Andy Paino 

9:30am- Robert Boston by Peter & Patti Badolato 

11:30am- Dorothy Thompson by Mary & Robert Utter 

Joseph Giardina by Maureen Esposito 

Readings for Next Week 
May 5th, 2024 (Easter 6) 

Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48 
Psalm 98:1,2-3,3-4 

1 John 4:7-10 
John 15:9-17 

Focus Questions for 5/6/24 
John 15:9-17 

 

1: How does the image of friendship with Jesus 
affect you? 
2: How easy/hard do you find it to show love to 
strangers? 
3: How have friends made a difference in your 
life? 
 

Family & Children’s Question: 
Talk about how you know when someone 

is really a friend. 



 Fr. Antony’s Letter 
Dear Friends, 
 
First graders were discussing a picture of a family. One little boy in the picture had different color hair than 
the other family members. One child suggested that he was adopted. A little girl said, “I know all about 
adoptions because I was adopted.” 
“What does it mean to be adopted?” asked another child. “It means,” said the girl, “that you grew in your 
mommy’s heart instead of her tummy.” Relationships are more of heart than body. No relationship will be a 
real one if the heart is not involved in it.  
 

In today’s gospel Jesus explains our relationship with him using a metaphor. Jesus pictures Himself as a vine, 
and we are called His branches. We may not be worthy enough to relate to God, but God finds us and con-
siders us as His worthy ones. He, the vine, comes down to our level and attaches to us as His branches. As 
branches we will be alive forever like God. As branches attached to the divine vine, we have the potential to 
bear fruits of divine nature and without being attached to God we can do nothing and will become dead 
branches to be thrown into the fire.  
 

Jesus invites us to remain in him as he remains in us. Unless we wish to cut ourselves off from God there is 
nothing that will sever us from our union with Him, because Jesus wants to remain with us. Our life is to be 
aware of this truth of God remaining in us. Our life is a simple act of bearing fruit as a branch receiving its 
strength and life from the vine, Jesus. As branches, let us cherish the vine (Jesus) to whom we are attached. 
Let us bear the fruits of God because Jesus the vine, enlivens and strengthens us, the branches.   
 

Today’s first reading shows how Paul the persecutor of Christians became the proclaimer of Christ to Chris-
tians by attaching himself as a branch to Christ the vine.  He becomes a follower of Christ by the grace of the 
risen Lord. Once he accepted the grace of the Risen Lord, he realized he was led from his old way to a new 
realization of how New can be. This grace led him to realize his full potential as Christ’s apostle. Being at-
tached to the vine, Paul the branch began to bear fruit, spreading Christ’s way of life.   
 

We, the branches are called by the Risen Christ, the vine to bear fruits. As long as we are conscious of our-

selves as branches, we will make attempts to keep ourselves joined to the Vine. The real growth for the 

branches depends upon their remaining connection to the Vine. But we may tend to treat ourselves as if we 

are self-sufficient and consider ourselves to be alive without being joined to the Vine. Jesus says today, 

“Without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and 

wither.”  Let us be like St. Paul. Let us be fully alive and bear fruit by remaining in the true Vine, Jesus.  

 

   With love and prayers, 

    Fr. Antony 
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Parish Information 

His Presence Is Real - Reflections on the Eucharist by Deacon Matt 

The Mass: Liturgy of the Eucharist - Part XV  
 

In our study of the Liturgy of the Eucharist, we are at the 
point where we have just all prayed the Lord’s Prayer to-
gether.  The priest then continues to pray on our behalf, 
in a prayer known as the embolism (which is a short pray-
er put between two greater ones). It is a segue from the 
last line of the Lord’s Prayer, asking that we be delivered 
“from every evil” which leads us to a very important 
theme of the next section of prayers: that of peace. 
 
We ask God in his mercy to grant us peace and keep us 
safe from sin and “all distress,” and all of this is done with 
the great hope that our Lord and Savior, whom we will 
shortly receive as his Real Presence in the Eucharist, will 
come again into the world.  
Our response as an assem-
bly (“For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are 
yours, now and forever”) 
comes not from the words 
of Jesus in the Lord’s Prayer 
(Mt. 6:9-13) but from the 
Didache (see the column 
from 10/22/2023). This 
response in turn has New 

Testament roots in Rev. 5:12 and even Old Testament 
roots in 1 Chr. 29:10-11. 
 
The priest then reminds us in prayer of what Jesus said to 
his Apostles in the upper room after his Resurrection, that 
he leaves us with his peace (Jn. 14:27). And then, in one 
of the most recognizable parts of the Mass, after the 
priest offers peace to the assembly, the deacon directs all 
to offer a sign of peace to each other.  
 
May we who gather to share in the Eucharist be reminded 
that we do so as the Body of Christ, joined together in 
Christ’s peace. 
 
"Christ is our peace, that divine peace, announced by the 

prophets and by the angels, and which he 
brought to the world by means of his paschal 
mystery. This peace of the Risen Lord is in-
voked, preached and spread in the celebra-
tion ... " - The Ritual Expression of the Gift of 
Peace at Mass, June 8, 2014, Offices of the 
Congregation for the Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments 
 
Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Contact 
me at eucharist@stmli.org.  

mailto:eucharist@stmli.org


 

Susan Agne 
Ana Beltrani 

Gregory Bennett 
Steve Cotsalas Sr 
Rocco DiMaggie 
Linda Dowling 
Robert Ferro 

Stephanie Goodhart 
Richard Landi 
Ellen Lentino 
Jim Marquette 
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Bernice Noeker 
Matt O’Connell 

Deacon Al Pankus 
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Nunzio Steve Puleo 
Lillian Repetti 

Richard Ronning 
Noah Simonetti (2yrs) 

John Spadaro 
Andrew M Valentine 

Laura Vigneaux 
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Pray for Our Military 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Adele Manovsky 

Paul Vigneaux 

Peter Gibbons 

Eleanor Kingsley 

 

 

 

 

 

We continuously pray for our deceased loved ones.

Pray for the Deceased 

Prayers for Our Community 

*this listing will expire on September 31st, 2024 

Please continue to pray for the brave members of 
our parish family who serve our country: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also pray for our veterans, that they receive 
the support they need here at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To arrange the memorial for the Altar Bread & Wine, 
contact the Rectory. Donation for the week is $50. 

Altar Bread  & Wine Memorial 
 

Troy A. Maida 
Connor Hendrickson 
Evan Hendrickson 
Christopher Sidor 

Ryan Smith 
Will Maley 

Joseph Kirsch 
Allen Kirsch 

Nicholas Gajda 
Alexandria Feys Gajda 

Andrew Lynch 

Fr Antony Asir 
The Capuchin Friars 

Fr Lenny Carlino 
Deacon Ed Vigneaux 

 
 

 
 

Deacon Bob Weisz 
Deacon Matt Surico 
Bishop John Barres 

Pope Francis 

Pray for our Clergy 

 

...and for all those men and women 
considering a life of devotion to God. 



 

SUPPORT COLLECTION 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More Parish needs your support 
now more than ever! 

Parish Operations 

Collection from: 
April 20th & 21st 

 

$5464 
 
 

Thank You! 

Rectory Office  Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.  
 
If in need of the immediate attention of a 
priest during non-office hours please call 

(631) 234-5551 and choose option 4 
 

All other calls received after office hours 
will be returned the next business day. 

 
4/22 ($25): Joyce Miller (1459) 

4/23 ($25): Michael Welch (1175) 

4/24 ($25): Christian Castellano (229) 

 4/25 ($25): Matt & Christina Barrera (128) 

4/26 ($25): Deacon Bob Weisz (531) 

4/27 ($25): Mary Romano (1252) 

4/28 ($50): Dianne Vallette (282) 

Calendar Club Winners 

Please consider signing up for 
Faith Direct! 

Faith Direct allows you to donate directly to 
the church electronically. No checks. No  

envelopes. No calling for tax statements. And 
best of all, no human error. Please  

consider making the change and supporting 
our parish electronically! 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/NY227 

 

 

 

 

**UPDATE** 

Faith Direct now allows parishioners to opt-in 
to cover the processing fee for our Parish. 

If you go into Faith Direct and manage your 
payment options, there is now a drop-down 
that will allow you to opt-in to give an addi-
tional 2.5%. This helps the Church offset the 

cost of processing payments, and allows us to 
receive the full amount of your donation.  

Your support is, as always, greatly appreciated. 
God bless. 



 

 

Our immediate needs for this week… 
 

PEANUT  BUTTER 
BOXED MILK 

Pasta 
Canned Vegetables 

Soup 
Syrup 

Pasta Sauce 
Coffee/Tea 
Detergent 
Juice Mixes 

 
 

We appreciate all of your donations! 
Please remember that it is difficult for us to use 
large cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as many of 
our neighbors do not have the ability to store 
extra food. Packages for 2-4 people are ideal. 

Please reach out to Parish Outreach if you are, 
or know of someone, in need of support. Keep 
our elderly neighbors in mind and let us know 
if there is anyone you would like us to reach 

out to. 

We continue to have clothing and house-
hold goods left outside the Outreach office. 

We do not have storage for these items 
and request that you place them in the St. 
Vincent de Paul box at the back right cor-
ner of the parking lot. Please contact Out-

reach regarding other donations.  

Parish Social Ministry 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says “Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much 

fruit, because without me you can do nothing.” Indeed, by helping the poor we 

can “bear much fruit” and we find that with Jesus we can do everything. 

 

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will show that you are indeed the 

disciple of Jesus, and it will bring your love to those who live in fear and doubt, 

loneliness and dread. To contact us, call 631-648-2760 or email 

svdp.stm@aol.com 

Whoever is kind to the poor leads to 
the lord, and he will reward them 

for what they have done  
~Proverbs 19:17 Monday – Thursday 10AM to 2 PM 

631-234-3149 

Outreach@stmli.org 



 In Our Parish 

Young at Heart 
 

New Members Always Welcome! 
 

Next Meeting: Fri May 10th 
at 12:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Call Anna @ 631-234-0714 

Outdoor Mass! 
 

It was a brisk morning on April 17th, but it didn’t 
stop Father Antony from enjoying the early spring 
weather by celebrating Mass outside. Join us Mon-

day through Friday at 9am for weekday Mass 
(usually in the church, but sometimes outside!). 



 

This week was Good Shepherd Sunday! Our kids 
made a shepherd’s crook and learned about how 

Jesus cares for all his sheep (us!). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

 Children ages 4-8 are invited to join us each week at the 9:30 Mass! 



 Happening at St. Thomas More 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Mon day-Friday 

9:00 AM 
 

Saturday 

5:00 PM 
 

Sunday 

8:00 AM 
9:30 AM 

11:30 AM 
 

Confessions 
Every Saturday 

4:00 PM-4:45 PM 

Coming Up @ STM 
 

Sun April 28th, 12:30pm 
Youth Group 

 
Wed May 1st, 7:30pm 
Knights of Columbus 

Business Meeting 
 

Thur May 2nd, 5:30pm 
Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

 
Thur May 2nd, 7:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

Sat May 4th, 11:00am 
First Holy Communion 

 
Sun May 5th, 12:30pm 

Youth Group 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


