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December 21  2025st

Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm 24:1-6
Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 1:18-24

This Week’s Readings Fourth Sunday
of

Advent

Emmanuel

BEHOLD, THE
VIRGIN SHALL

CONCEIVE
AND BEAR A

SON, AND
THEY SHALL

NAME HIM

WHICH MEANS
GOD IS WITH US



daily breadour

Mon-Fri
9am

Sat
5pm

Sun
8am

9:30am
11:30am

This Week’s Masses
Monday, December 22nd

Ana Cecila & Cirilo
DeJesus Castro

Tuesday, December 23rd

Wednesday, December 24th
Christmas Flowers

Thursday, December 25th
Christmas Flowers

Friday, December 26th
Christmas Flowers

Prepare for Next Weekend

When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and

his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you.
Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.”

Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night and
departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the death of Herod,

that what the Lord had said through the prophet might be
fulfilled, Out of Egypt I called my son.

When Herod had died, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared in
a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Rise, take the child and his

mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the
child’s life are dead.” He rose, took the child and his mother,

and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus
was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid
to go back there. And because he had been warned in a dream,
he departed for the region of Galilee. He went and dwelt in a

town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the
prophets might be fulfilled, He shall be called a Nazorean.

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
December 28  2025th

1: How hard would it be to leave
your home?

Focus Questions

2: Where is God guiding your
family to go?

Sirach 3:2-6,12-14
Psalm 128:1-5
Colossians 3:12-21

Gospel of Matthew (2:13-15,19-23)

9:00am

St. Thomas More Roman Catholic
Church is a parish community striving to
share the Spirit of Love through Prayer,
Worship, the Sacraments, the Teachings

of the Church, and our concern for
others, through Christian Stewardship.

Parish Mission
Saints of the Week

St. Peter Canisius (12/21)
St. John of Kanty (12/23)

NATIVITY OF THE LORD (12/25)
St. Stephen (12/26)

St. John the Evangelist (12/27)
Holy Innocents (12/28)

St. Thomas Becket (12/29)

Saints in heaven, pray for us

Readings

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

9:00am

ALL

ALL

9:00am

Nicholas Conzo

Saturday, December 27th
Christmas Flowers

Sunday, December 28th
Feast of the Holy Family

Christmas Flowers

Frank Gagliano

Ramond Marro
In Thanksgiving: Joseph &
Anna Beltrani

5:00pm

8:00am

9:30am

11:30am

Families: What can you do to
spend more time with God as a
family?

Saturday, December 20th
Richard Stout

Sunday, December 21st
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Joe & Phyllis Trezza
Charles & Veronica Marsala

Angelo Cardinale
The Deceased Lauretta Family

Stacey Oscar
Marie & Lawrence Papola

5:00pm

8:00am

9:30am

11:30am



Judge: “Have you a lawyer?”
Prisoner: “No, I have good friends on the jury.”

When it comes to the question of being judged, the system will judge the person by the power of law, but the people will judge the person
by the virtue of relationship.

The readings of the fourth week of Advent proclaim that God comes not as a judge to accuse or acquit us by the mandates of the law,
but to uphold and lift us up as our savior and shepherd. In the Gospel, Joseph engaged to Mary tries to resolve the problem by divorcing

Mary who was found pregnant before their marriage. Being a righteous person, Joseph wanted to the right thing according to the law, and
at the same time being a considerate man decided to do it secretly without putting Mary into shame. Law tries to solve problems by
rewarding the right and punishing the wrong. But human life is not composed of blunt situations of right and wrong, with the clear

demarcations of black and white. There are many grey areas in life where the law itself would be of no help. We need God’s light to
explain our life beyond the grips of law. 

In Today’s Gospel, Joseph is told in a dream how he has to free himself from the grips of right and wrong. That which happened to
his engaged spouse is a direct work of God. God in Jesus, whom Mary has conceived by Holy Spirit, is directly involved in the human life

as a human person, embracing all that is of human. Joseph is invited to participate in this God’s direct involvement with humans by
accepting Mary and her conceived child. Joseph who went to sleep to solve the problem according to law, wakes up with the clear

direction to participate in God’s plan as the father of the child and husband of Mary. 

All laws have a singular goal of how God’s direct involvement in human life can be realized and lived. Each aspect of the Law is just
an indication and direction where a human problem can start its solution leading the humans to recognize God’s plan. When the law at
times has not enough light or clear direction to lead us, we are not supposed to break or abandon the law. As Joseph was asked, we are

required to do more than what the law demands in order to participate in God’s direction. Because every law is a ray of God’s great light.
All the laws are merely a path and direction to live God’s way, God’s truth and God’s life. 

Christmas tells us how God in Jesus is born among us, as one of us, to be with us, to relate with us, and to share the divine life with us.
But as Psalm 130:3 says, “If you, Lord, keep account of sins, Lord, who can stand?” none of us can be with God. So, God decided to look
at us beyond the law of rewarding the good and punishing the evil/sin. As Psalm 130:4 declares, “But with you is forgiveness, and so you

are revered,” God decided to fulfill the goal of the laws He had given to the humans. God decided to look at us in His mercy, and to
forgive all our sins. Not because we deserve it, but because God loves us in spite of all our unworthiness. All we need to do is to open our

hearts and homes to welcome this God-with-us “Emmanuel” to be born and live with us. 

With love and prayers,
Father Antony

Clergy
Father Antony Asir, Pastor

pastor@stmli.org

Matthew T.J. Surico, Deacon
deacon.matt@stmli.org

Edward Vigneaux, Deacon (Ret)

Robert D. Weisz, Deacon (Ret)

Rectory
Theresa Recce (sacraments)

theresa@stmli.org

Dottie Castaldo (finance)
finance@stmli.org

Alex White (operations)
rectory@stmli.org

Mary Ellen Carrol, DRE
maryellen@stmli.org

Linda Ronning
reled@stmli.org

Religious Ed

Emilia Savarese, Director
(631) 724-8820

Music Ministry
Noelle White

youthgroup@stmli.org

Youth Ministry

Our Staff

From the Pastor

Barbara Pein



Prayers & Petitions

We continuously pray for our deceased
loved ones and all souls in purgatory.

St Gertrude, pray for us.

Pray for the Deceased Pray for the Sick
Andrew M Valentine

Barbara Foberg
Carol Ann Raucci

Christopher Conley
Christy Torkelsen
Dolores Rudden
Ellen Murphy

Baby Emerson Brae Mark
Helen Kovarik

Jim Moran
Jimmy Cannon

John Heller
Joseph Tuffarelli

Larry Wilson

To add a name to the sick list, please fill out a card from the literature rack place it in the
collection basket, or contact the Rectory by phone or email.

*This listing will reset on March 31  2026st
Altar Bread & Wine Memorial

In memory of

by Pat & Joan Shea

Brother John Lawrence Dawson OSF

Contact the Rectory to arrange a memorial for the Altar
Bread & Wine. Requested dontaion for the week is $50

December 22  - December 28nd th

Pray for our Clergy
Father Antony Asir

Deacon Robert Weisz
Deacon Edward Vigneaux
Deacon Matthew Surico

The Capuchin Friars
Bishop John Barres

Pope Leo XIV

Pray for our Military

Troy A Maida
Connor Hendrickson
Evan Hendrickson

Ryan Smith
Will Maley

Chris Capasso

Joseph Kirsch
Allen Kirsch

Nicholas Gajda
Alexandria Feys Gajda

Andrew Lynch

Please continue to pray for the brave members of
our Parish Family who serve our country:

We also pray for our deceased service members,
and for our veterans, in gratitude for their service,

and in hope that they will find the support they
need here at home.

A. Mariadass

PRAYPRAY‌‌PRAY‌
FORFOR‌‌FOR‌
PEACEPEACE‌‌PEACE‌

Linda Heller
Lorraine White
Lou Savarese
Louise Soldo

Marge McGowan
Maria U Aldaba

Maria Pipia
Michael Minutillo

Nina Busse
Noah Simonetti
Nunzio Puleo

Patricia Stronczer
Richard Landi



Contact Parish Outreach
631-234-3149

outreach@stmli.org
Mon-Thur 10AM to 2PM

Please reach out to Parish Outreach if
you are, or know of someone, in need of
support. Keep our elderly neighbors in
mind and let us know if there is anyone

you would like us to reach out to. 

P A R I S H  O U T R E A C H  

On behalf of all the people our parish has
helped this year, Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year!

POPE  LEO X IV  (D I LEX I  TE )

“A Church that sets no limits to love, that knows
no enemies to fight but only men and women to
love, is the Church that the World needs today.”

A Gentle Reminder:
Please do not place clothing or

household items in the food bins or
leave them at Outreach. We do not
have a lot of extra storage space.

Please call the Outreach office and
one of our volunteers can

determine if we have a family that
could use your donation, or direct

you to another place where you can
donate.

Support our Parish
Financial Support Physical Support

Whether giving money, time, or labor, all your support is appreciated. St. Thomas More
would not exist as it does without the generosity of our Parish Family.

Please consider supporting St. Thomas More. We
encourage all parishioners to try electronic giving

through Faith Direct. It is both convenient and
secure. For more information on Faith Direct, check
the literature rack in the Narthex, or visit us online at

stmli.org

Parish Social Ministry

There are many different ways to support the St. Thomas More Parish Community!
Whether you are 4 or 40, 8 or 80, there are ways for everyone to be involved.

Marti White
outreach@stmli.org

Parish Outreach
Joe Fratamico

bjfrat1@gmail.com

Pastoral Council

Deacon Matt
altarservers@stmli.org

Altar Servers
Ellie Stout

gram11@optonline.net

Hospitality Ministry

Patty Citro
pcitro78@yahoo.com

Eucharistic Ministers

Mike Petagna
mpetagna22@gmail.com

Lector Ministry

Eileen Weidig
631-724-2462

Consolation Ministry
Anna Beltrani
631-234-0714

Young at Heart
Ann Russo

redaa@aol.com

OCIA

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

 Contact us: call 631-648-2760 or
email svdp.stm@aol.com

$3588

Collection from:
December 13  & 14th th

ST. THOMAS MORE

OUR NEEDS THIS WEEK. . .

Please remember that it is difficult for us to use large
cans, bottles, bags of rice, etc. as many of our

neighbors do not have the ability to store extra food.
Packages for 2-4 people are ideal.

WE APPRECIATE ALL  OF YOUR DONATIONS!

Instant Coffee
Tea

Cereal

Drink Mixes
Canned Fruit

Peanut Butter/Jelly

The volunteers from Outreach wish you a Holy
and Blessed Christmas!

In today’s Gospel, we hear that Jesus will be named Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.” The mystery of the birth of Jesus is
supremely a mystery of love. May each Christmas find us more and
more like him: more humble, more holy, more happy, and more full

of God.





Diana Falcone & Deni Yang, married on 12/13










